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A1 Hussein pays 
tribute to Tafileh 


King to visit Italy, 
Canada and U.K. 



?£•*** 


TAFILEH (Petra) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein Sunday visited 
Tafileh in southern Jordan and 
told a public rally there that the 
city constitue an important stage 
in the course of the Great Arab 
Revolt and would continue to 
remain so in the course of Jor- 
dan’s- endeavours to overcome 
the present difficulties and in 
confronting external dangers. 

‘Through the Arab Coopera- 
tion Council (ACC), Jordan 
hopes to fulfil the aspirations of 
the Great grandfathers who led 
the revolt and achieve the princi- 
ples of that revolt in attaining 
unity among the Arab countries," 
King Hussein told the rally 
attended by thousands of 
people.” 

The city was bedecked with 
flags and decorative signs and 
citizens held dabkeh dances and 
displayed their delight at the 
King's visit to their town. 

Jordan, the King said, is proud 
of its achievements, but through 
further determination and in 
cooperation with the ACC coun- 
tries, it hopes to attain much 
bigger successes in all fields. 

“This country will remain 
steadfast and committed to help 


the Arabs achieve agreement and 
consensus, and its people ought 
to serve as an example for other 
Arabs by proving by word and 
deed their true commitment to 
Arab causes and Arab unity,” 
King Hussein said. He stressed 
that Jordan would continue its 
endeavours to help die Palesti- 
nians regain their legitimate 
rights and homeland. 

“We will work as one people 
and one family with one hand and 
one heart, and wfll continue the 
process of construction and over- 
come the hardships,” he said. 

King Hussein pledged that Jor- 
dan would pursue the mar ch to- 
wards f ulfilling the goals of the 
Arab Nation and serve as a shield 
providing protection to the Arabs 
in the face of external danger. 

Prominent personalities from 
Tafileh district, including Tafileh 
Mayor Suleiman Hureishat, also 
. adresscd the rally. 

Accompanying the King to' 
Tafileh were Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, Royal 
Court Chief Mudar Badran, 
Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’d 
Ibn Zaid and other officials and 
Cabinet members. 



AMMAN (R) — His Majesty 
King Hussein will begin a three- 
nation foreign tour on Oct. 8, 
diplomats said Sunday. 

They said the King would make 
a stopover in Italy on his way to 
Canada and would also visit Bri- 
tain on his way home to deliver a 
lecture on the Middle East at 
Oxford University. 

They gave no further details of 
the 1 0-day trip and officials were 
not immediately available for 
comment. 

Diplomats said efforts to move 
the Arab-Israeli peace process. 


the situation in Lebanon and 
prospects of peace between Iraq 
and Iran would be a focus of King 
Hussein's discussions with Ita- 
lian, Canadian and British 
leaders. 

Talks would -Iso deal with bi- 
lateral ties and means to streng- 
then them in light of Jordan's 
efforts to reform its economy. 

King Hussein and Her Majesty 
Queen Noor have been invited to 
Canada by Governor-General 
Jeanne Sauve. 

He has already been there 
twice, in 1978 and 1981. 


Crown Prince meets 
Bahraini leaders 


Ifis Majesty King Hussein waves to crowds tn Tafileh during a visit be paid to the southern town Sudnay (photo by Yousef A1 ‘ Allan) 

3 killed in occupied territories 


Mubarak, Shamir ' 
studying a meeting 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak 
has again expressed interest in 
meeting Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir but no decision 
had been made on such talks, 
according. to a Shamir aide. 

Shamir’s spokesman Yossi 
Achimeir denied Israel radio re- 
ports that when Mubarak tele- 
phoned Shamir from New York 
Friday the two men had agreed to 
meet soon. 

“'You can’t say from this tele- 
phone call there wfll be a meeting 
any time soon,” he said, but 
.idded: “The • very fact that he 
t Mubarak) called the prime 
minister is a positive step and 
proves he has nothing personal 
agains t Mr. Shamir. 

“Mr. Mubarak reiterated his 
approach concerning the possibil- 
ity of a meeting... he said that 
he’s interested in such a meeting, 
but that it has to be well pre- 
pared.” 

Political sources said Shamir 
had been angered by Mubarak's 
prior refusal to deal with him in 
an apparent attempt to isolate 
him politically. 

Mubarak has readily met De- 
fence Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
Vice-Premier Shimon Peres of 
Labour, the junior party in 
israers ruling coalition. 

The sources said that during 
meetings in New York this week 
both Arens, of Shamir’s Likud 
party, and Peres advised Mubar-, 
ak that isolating Shamir was a 
tactical error. 

Diplomatic sources said it was 
likely that the Americans gave 
Mubarak the same message. 

Five Palestinians from the 
occupied Gaza Strip are in Cairo, 
for talks, officially about scho- 


larships to Egyptian universities, 
Palestinian sources said. 

But the sources said the delega- 
tion, led by attorney Fayez Atm 
Rahma, a supporter of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). would have political talks 
as weB. — 

Both Israeli and Palestinian 
sources have said that Mubarak, 
who is seeking to arrange Israeli- 
Palestmian talks in Cairo, could 
choose Abu Rahma, 60, as one of 
a PLO-approved Palestinian 
negotiating team. 

The sources said the five 
Palestinians were to meet Mubar- 
ak and senior Egyptian officials 
as well as Palestinians living out- 
side the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

The delegation's other mem- 
bers are Sulieman Zareh A1 
Astal, mayor of Khan Younis, 
Mohammad A1 Jidi, director- 
general of education in Gaza, 
Mohammad Alwad, a high school 
principal, and - Ahmad .Hassan 
Ashwwa, a trustee of the Islamic 
University. 

Abu Rahma has periodically 
negotiated with Egypt over a 
promise made by former Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat that 1,200 
Gaza residents would be allowed 
to study in Egyptian universities, 
Israeli sources said. 

Palestinians said the nnmbr of 
places available in Egypt for 
Gaza students was insufficient, 
especially since Israel closed 
Gaza's Islamic University after 
the Palestinian uprising erupted 
in December 1987. 

Peres told armed forces radio 
Saturday “the time has never 
been riper to start negotiations 
unless we want to live always by 
the sword.” 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops killed 
two Palestinians Sunday and a 
third was beaten to death by 
unknown men for alleged col- 
laboration with the Zionist state, 
Israeli and Palestinian sources 
said. 

Troops shot and killed Moham- 
mad Halil Abu Zaid; 17, with 
plastic bullets in a clash in the 
village of Arraba in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank, army 
sources said. A second youth was 
wounded-wheu -soldiers - opened- 
fire. . 

In the West Bank town of 
Nablus, troops shot and wounded 
two youths in clashes during a 
general strike called by residents 
to mourn the Itifling by troops of 
a local man. 

One of the youths, 17-year-old 


Imad A1 Kharaz, died later in A1 
Ittiyad hospital, officials there 
told Reuters. 

Salah Jidalah Maslam AJ 
Garah, 26, of Bani Suheila village 
in the Israeli-occupied Gaza 
Strip, was beaten to death over- 
night by fellow villagers, army 
sources said, 

Palestinian sources said Garah 
was a known collaborator and 
was killed by masked activists. 

In Gaza, Muslim fundamental- 
ists issued a new leaflet calling on 
Palestinians to-cscalate -the upris- 
ing and to “continue to kill col- 
laborators.” 

Sunday’s most violent dash 
was reported at Gaza’s Nuseirat 
refugee camp, where troops shot 
■and killed 17-year-old Nidal 
Saidam and wounded at least 11 
others, inducting Sai dam’s sister 


Derain, 18, doctors said. They 
said Saidam died of a gunshot 
wound to the head. 

In the Gaza Strip village of 
Bani Suhaila, unknown assailants 
armed with daggers and dubs 
stabbed to death Saleh A1 Kera, 
25, whom they accused of col- 
laborating with the- Israeli 
occupation authorities, reporters 
said. 

“Continue to kill collabor- 
ators.” urged a leaflet distributed 
Sunday- in Gaza by the Islamic 
Jihad (holy war) group, “and do 
not give the enemy a chance for 
splitting us over the issue of 
kilting collaborators." 

Some Palestinian notables in 
the occupied lands have conde- 
mned indiscriminate slayings of 
suspected collaborators. 


The leaflet also ordered two 
general strike days this month 
and told the Palestinians to “take 
to the streets of the homeland” in 
mass protests characteristic of the 
uprising's first months to give it 
“a new start." 

The fundamentalists said 
Palestinian activists should con- 
tinue to confiscate Israeli-issued 
magnetic identity cards that allow 
Gazans to travel to Israel. 

Enforcers have confiscated 
some 10.000 of the 60,000 cards 
issued by Israel since June. 

The leaflet condemned the Un- 
ited States and European coun- 
tries for trying to put an end to 
the uprising, proclaiming “a new 
era of Islamic revolt" and “Pales- 
tine. .. from (Jordan) River to the 
sea." 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan Sunday conveyed the 
greetings of His Majesty King 
Hussein to the emir of Bahrain, 
Sheikh Isa Ibn Salman A1 Kha- 
lifa. 

Prince Hassan discussed with 
the Bahraini leader bilateral rela- 
tions and the latest developments 
in tiie Arab region, as well as a 
□umber of international issues 
and issues of mutual interest, the 


Jordan News Agency, Petra, re- 
ported. 

Prince Hassan arrived here for 
a short working visit Sunday and 
was received upon arrival by the 
Bahraini crown prince, cabinet 
ministers and senior military and 
civil officials. 

The audience with the emir was 
attended by Bahraini Prime 
Minister Khalifa Ibn Salman A1 
Khalifa and Crown Prince 
Hamad Ibn Isa. 


Kaifu passes first 
test in by-election 


Stands staked in Taif talks 


TAIF, Saudi Arabia (Agencies) 
— Lebanese lawmakers clashed 
over Syria's military involvement 
in their country as they met Sun- 
day in Taif under a new Arab. 
League effort to end 14 years of 
civil war. 

In Beirut, police said army 
units loyal to commander Michel 
Aoun and Syrian-backed militia- 
men fought a 15-nrinnte battle 
around the strategic mountain 
army garrison of Souq A1 Gharb. 

No casualties were reported in 
the duel, which strained a week- 
old Arab League-brokered cease- 
fire between Aoun forces and 
Syrian troops and their allies. 

Sixty-two members of parlia- 
ment, 32 of them Christian and 30 
Muslim, are in the mountain re- 
sort of Taif for the deliberations, 
which began Saturday and were 
expected to drag on for several 
days. 

Eleven of the 99-seat cham- 
ber’s surviving deputies did not 
show up for the meeting, called 


by a three-member Arab commit- 
tee as part of a new peace plan for 
Lebanon. 

Saudi Foreign Minister Prince 
Saud A1 Faisal conceded there 
was a stormy, session Saturday 
night, but added: “We do not 
regard this as disturbing in any 
way. In fact it is a healthy sign 
that all views are aired and opin- 
ions expressed.” 

The sessions are being held 
behind dosed doors at the plnsh 
conference palace in Taif, 120 
kilometres east of Jeddah. Re- 
porters are barred from 
approaching any of the partici- 
pants. 

Conference sources, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said 
that the Syria- Iraq feud, the Arab 
World’s bitterest internal con- 
flict, haunted the meetings 
Sunday. 

Eleven members set out their 
ideas in the first working session 
Saturday evening and others fol- 
lowed suit at a meeting which 


opened at 10 a.m. (0700 GMT) . 
on Sunday morning. 

A major issue. in dispute is the 
pace of a Syrian troop withdrawal 
and how to link it with political 
reforms abolishing the Christian 
dominance built into the 
Lebanese system since the 1940s. 

A majority of the Christian 
deputies, acting under the gui- 
dance of Aoun are expected to 
demand firmer guarantees that 
Syria’s 33,000 troops will pull out 
quicker than the Arab plan prop- 
oses. 

Aoun launched a crusade . to 
drive the Syrians out last March 
and more than 820 people were 
killed in the artillery battles 
which followed. 

Former Prime Minister Saeb 
Salam, a Sunni Muslim like all 
Lebanese prime ministers, told 
the conference that it was un- 
realistic and dangerous to con- 
centrate on the Syrian presence. 

“Let us recognise frankly that a 
Syrian withdrawal today would 


lead to many dangers... whatever 
some may think of Syria and 
however much they may com- 
plain of Syria’s presence," he 
said. 

“Among the certain dangers 
would be the creation of sectarian 
mini-states. 1 do not say this in 
defence of Syria but out of my 
concern for the interests of Leba- 
non. We, and especially our 
Maronite brothers, must take this 
into consideration,” he added. 

But Abdul Majid A1 Rafii, a 
pro-Iraqi Baathist from the 
northern city of Tripoli, blamed 
Syrian intervention for Lebanon's 
problems and called for a quick 
withdrawal, members of parlia- 
ment said. 

Ali Khalil, a Shi’ite Muslim 
from the south and former fi- 
nance minister, praised the Sy- 
rian role in Lebanon, however, 
and asked his colleagues to set a 
deadline for abolishing the secta- 
rian system for dividing up poli- 
tical offices. 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s Prime 
Minister Toshiki Kaifu won a 
crucial parliamentary by-election 
Sunday, ensuring his own reelec- 
tion as party chief and hence 
premier later this month. 

'The victory in rhe Upper 
House by-election in Ibaraki Pre- 
fecture, north of Tokyo, wfll also 
enable Kaifu to grab some power 
away from elders of the ruling 
party over key political decisions. 

These include tax and political 
reform as well as when to dissolve 
parliament, political analysts 
said. General elections must be 
held before July next year. 

“I heartily welcome this,” a 
beaming Kaifu said on national 
television. “But I will not com- 
ment on how this would affect the 
political scene.” 

Kaifu, who hails from a tiny 
faction within the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP), came 
to power Aug. 9 as a compromise 
premier because most of the par- 
ty elders were sidelined as a result 
of the Recruit shares-for-favours 
scandal. 

With the victoty, Kaifu is ex- 
pected to be smoothly reelected 
LDP president later this month. 
The post carries with it the office 
of prime minister by virtue of the 
LDP’s majority in the Lower 
House. 

Despite his weak party footh- 
old, Kaifu has taken unexpected 
initiative in tax and political re- 
forms. He fired the conservative 
head of the party’s tax research 
council and submitted a plan for 
electoral reform that would lead 
to less demand for political funds. 

“But it's yet far from an ideal, 


strong position for Mr. Kaifu,” 
said Osaka University professor 
Tadashi lyasu. 

“To solidify his grab on power, 
he must win general elections.” 
said lyasu, a specialist in LDP 
politics. 

The by-election victory is also 
not enough to say that the elec- 
toral tide has turned completely 
for the ruling party, analysts said. 

“The result this time may have 
come from the Japanese voters’ 
sense of balance, more than fruits 
of a real comeback for the LDP 
or the negative impact of argu- 
ments among the opposition,” 
lyasu said. 

“They thought they gave the 
Liberal Democrats enough beat- 
ing last time.” 

The Liberal Democrats suf- 
fered their worst election defeat 
in the July 23 elections, mainly 
because of an unpopular sales 
tax, the Recruit scandal and gov- 
ernment moves to open farm 
trade to imports. 

For the first time since its 
formation in 1955, the LDP lost 
its majority in the Upper House, 
the less powerful of the two 
chambers. Sosuke Uno lost bis 
job as premier after the defeat. 
He was also accused of paying 
money for sex with Geisha. 

The Japan Socialist Party 
(JSP), riding on the tide of their 
landslide victory in the Upper 
House polls July 23, refused to 
field a candidate endorsed by 
three of the other opposition par- 
ties and went ahead with their 
own, revealing cracks in talks 
over an opposition coition. 


Jordanian women on the mow to break traditional, political barriers 


As Jordan is gearing up for its first general elections in 22 
years, the Kingdom’s women are bracing themselves to 
assert a prominent role in the decision-making process 
through influencing the outcome of the polls in favour of 
their battle against what they see as “numerous inequali- 
ties." Ghadeer Tabor and Mariam Shahin report 
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AMMAN — As Jordan nears 
its first general elections in 22 
years, man y women are refus- 
ing to be cast in the role of the 
apathetic voter and are making 
their voice heard throughout 
the Kingd om. With the same 
determination of .1957 which 
propelled a group of women to 
ask for the right to vote, women 
today are demanding political 
equality in what may be their 
first chance to play a role of any 
kind in the decision-making 
process of the Kingdom. _ 
Jordan today is dramatically 
different from the one of 32 
years ago when the then-gov- 
ernment of “progressive" Sulei- 
man Nabulsi rejected the de- 
mand of. the women and told 
them their place was' at home. 
But, even today, obstacles to 
“real” eqnafity remain impos- 


ing in the still predominantly 
traditional Jordanian society 
despite the fact that women 
constitute 50 per cent of the 
Kingdom’s population and are 
granted the right to vote. 

Their argument is simple: 
They should have a say in the 
policies that pertain both to 
• women’s issues as- well , as 
national domains, be they eco- 
nomic, political or social, and 
there cannot be a denial this 
■' time, not only because women 
have made an impact on Jor- 
dan’s life, whether in adminis- 
trative or business - fiekte. 

One of the most heatedly 
debated topics in political cir- 
cles in die run-up to the Nov. 8 
z elections to the Lower House of 
Parliament is the extent of die 
role women can play in the 
.. Kingdom's decision-making 


process and whether the tradi- 
tions of the society are pliable 
to the extent of creating an 
atmosphere conducive to 
achieving such a goal. 

“The role of women in elec- 
tions” was the topic of a lecture 
last week which highlighted the 
bridges Jordanian women must 
still cross to reach their destina- 
. tion. A panel spanning a wide 
spectrum of political thinking 
comprised four women, Lafla 
..Sharaf, Aisheh Hijazi, Emily 
Nafaa and Asma Khadre, each 
favouring distinctively different 
approaches bnt at die same 
time voicing similar views. The 
net result: A captivated audi- 
ence most timely reminded of 
the inevitability of female parti- 
cipation in the affairs of the 
country at a time when it is 
preparing for parliamentary Hfe 
after a long absence. 

AIT the speakers agreed that 
Jordanian women, by their 
sheer number, could, influence 
the outcome of elections but ft 
is simply not enough. “We are 
half the population, and wewill 
not longer accept a symbolic 
.role” Sharaf told the gather- 


ing. “We must actively vie to 
represent ourselves in a more 
assertive manner,” said Sharaf, 
one of Jordan’s two women 
former ministers. 

‘AD are equal’ 

Hijazi, a professor in educa- 
tion and a columnist who re- 
flects moderate Islamic think- 
ing, agreed but in a different 
vein. “There is no difference 
between men and women. In 
the eyes of God, they are equal 
and they should participate 
equally and influence events,” 
said Hijazi, who yvore a scarf, 
perhaps to emphasise her sta- 
ture as a practising Muslim. 

In Hijazi’s view, women are 
not trying to . compete with 
men, or be like them, but it is 
their democratic right to active- 
ly participate in elections. The 
columnist’s words are very apt 
at a time when a debate is 
raging in the local Arabic press 
about the abilities and place of 
women in our society.. 

In more ways than <foe, last 
week's debate, with a mixed 
audience packing the halls of 
the Professional Associations 


Complex, reflected the tug-of- 
war that women are facing in 
the Kingdom’s traditional/mod- 
ern social structure. Calls from 
conservative thinkers advocat- 
ing a return to “better" times 
when everyone knew their role 
are countered by modern, liber- 
al thinkers who are demanding 
that women abandon a passive 
role in favour of a more produc- 
tive, assertive one. 

“Today we are going back- 
wards,” Hijazi sounded an omi- 
nous note contrasting the 
almost non-existent political 
role of Jordanian women at a 
time when they have made 
great inroads into education 
and the workforce. “Women 
shouldn't be afraid of participa- 
tion," she said. “Every experi- 
ence is a teaching one.” To 
drive her point home, especial- 
ly to more traditional -minds, 
she cited examples from the 
Arab and Islamic history of 
women who contributed-to the 
development of the nation. She 
also highlighted examples of 
contemporary women 1 who are 
literally sacrificing their lives 
for their country — the women 


of the intifada and Lebanon. 
‘Full rights. Full potential' 

Emily Nafaa, one of the 
pioneers of the women’s move- 
ment in Jordan who partici- 
pated in the short-lived 1957 
movement for women’s voting 
rights, agreed with the main 
theme of the debate but argued 
that fundamental human rights, 
applicable equally to men and 
women, must be guaranteed 
before the full political poten- 
tial of voters could come into 
play. 

Her philosophy is prevalent 
among intellectuals concerned 
with development in the Third 
World who ask how can poor 
people afford to think of poli- 
tical or social development 
when they do not have enough 
to eat. Nefaa concentrated on 
the economic crisis the country 
is experiencing which she sees 
as a stumbling block to political 
progress, especially for women. 

“We have come a long way 
since 1957 when the govern- 
ment refused to give us the 
right to vote," she said, “but we 
have not come nearly far 


enough." 

Now, the time is opportune 
for women to grab the oppor- 
tunity at hand and actively par- 
ticipate in eliminating social 
and legislative “ills that have 
plagued us for so long... 
Women, through their unions 
and federations, must raise the 
consciousness of their compat- 
riots to shun elections based On 
tribal and religious affiliations, 
which only serve to deprive the 
country of a sense of national 
unity and belonging.'* 

Nefaa took exception with 
what she described as “unprop- 
ortional representation” in the 
81-seat Lower House and urged 
an end to seat allocations based 
on tribal and religious consid- 
erations. 

Asma Khadre is an ardent 
advocate of the same line of 
thinking. “The Govemorate of 
Amman, with a population of 
1,203,000, is represented (in 
the Lower House) by 21 seats, 
and the Govemorate of Karak, 
with a population of 124,220, is 
allocated nine seats," she 
argued. “It is not equal repre- 
sentation. It is unjust and 


promotes religious divisions," 
the Christian lawyer said. 

“Minorities such as Christ- 
ians and Circassians are un- 
proportionately over-repre- 
sented in Parliament. And, of 
course, half the population of 
Jordan — women — do not 
have one representative in Par- 
liament. It is the biggest mis- 
representation of all.” 

Nefaa sees economic issues 
as dosely linked to women’s 
right to have a say in what 
shapes their future. “We have 
to take advantage of the elec- 
tion in light of this dangerous 
economic crisis under the head- 
line 'basic human rights’,” 
Nefaa, a member of the Inter- 
national Women's Democratic 
Union, exhorted the diverge 
audience, which ranged from 
officials to relatives of banned 
political party members. “The 
candidate whom we elect must 
concentrate on employment for 
every Jordanian, suitable hous- 
ing and free health care and 
education,” she said. 

Basically, Nefaa is pursuing 
the welfare state ideology 
(Continued on page 4 ) * 









Middle East News 


AUB to reopen Oct. 9 
after 7-month closure 


By Mariam Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 


AMMAN — The American University of Beirut 
(AUB), which was dosed down In the. early days of 
the latest spasm of violence which began in March, 
will reopen Oct. 9 , the university president 
announced Sunday. 


Dr. Frederic P. Herter, the 
non-resident president of the 
AUB, the oldest educational in- 
stitution in the Middle East after 
Cairo University, said the board 
of trustees of the AUB met in 

Amman over the weekend to 
review the situation in Lebanon 
in the wake of the latest ceasefire 
which took hold last week. 

Herter said the only AUB 
faculty which continued function- 
ing throughout the last seven 
months was the medical school 
attached to the American Uni- 
versity Hospital (AUH). 

Herter expressed hope that re- 
cent Arab League efforts to end 
Lebanon’s 15-year-old civil war 
would bear fruit, “promising a 
new era for peace in Lebanon.” 

According to Herter, the uni- 
versity will now try to complete 
the semester interrupted in 
March and will launch new 
courses in January. But, he said, 
the institution will need to in- 
corporate extended hours to 
catch up. 

One of the problems facing the 
AUB at this point in time, said 
Herter, was a deficit in budget. 
According to Dr. Ibrahim Salt:, 
resident president of the AUB, 
the university's 1989 budget is S35 
million with a deficit of S10 mil- 
lion. 

Herter pointed out that despite 
the close-down of the university, 
its hospital continued function- 
ing, and hence the expenditure. 
He said the AUH treated almost 
80 per cent of all casualties in 
west Beirut over the past seven 
months and, as in the case of war 
casualties, very little treatment 
charges could be collected. 

In addition, be said, the Amer- 
ican government reduced its 
annual contribution to S3 million 


from the regular $6 million. He 
attributed the decision to what he 
described as scepticism in 
Washington over Lebanon’s abil- 
ity to bold itself together. “It is a 
questionable commodity,” he 
said. 


The ban was imposed two yearn 
ago when four professors of 
Beirut University College were 
kidnapped in B'eirut. 

Ghassan Tweini, an AUB 
board member and prominent 
Lebanese diplomat, said the en- 
rolment of Jordanian and Syrian 
students at the university was on 
the rise. He said 75 Jordanians 
had already enrolled this year is 
addition to students from the 
Arab Gulf states and some Afri- 
can countries, but no Americans 
or Europeans. 


According to Herter, the "rein- 
temationalisation” of the uni- 


Herter, son of Christian Herter 
— one of the most pro-Arab 
American secretaries of state and 
wbo served under President 
Dwight Eisenhower — said it 
would probably be better if the 
university divorced itself from 
governmental assistance. 

Herter said a 1988-1990 cam- 
paign launched by the AUB to 
raise S35 million was partially 
successful and managed to collect 
S23 million from Arab, European 
and American agencies, indi- 
viduals and governments. He 
paid tribute to Saudi Arabia, 
which, he said, had always been 
very generous and contributed $2 
million to the AUB campaign. 

According to Herter, the entire 
faculty members who were tem- 
porarily relieved of their duties in 
March will return to Beirut this 
frill along with an estimated 5,500 
students. However, the student 
body is expected to be 90 per cent 
Lebanese, compared with 50 per 
cent before the Lebanese civil 
war erupted in 1974. 

Herter said despite the uncer- 
tainty of the situation in Leba- 
non, the AUB board of trustees 
“emphatically rejected any 
thoughts of either moving 
AUB... or altering its nature of 
educational mission.” 

Asked whether he would re- 
turn to Beirut, Herter said he 
would like to do so but pointed 
out that the American State De- 
partment had imposed ban on 
Americans travelling to Beirut. 


versity was necessary to enrich its 
multi-cultural character “which 
has been affected by its rather 
insular atmosphere in the past 
few years.” 

Salti, a Jordanian, said the cost 
of repairing the damages caused 
to the campus b uilding s and other 
facilities in the last seven months 
might not take long, but might be 
costly. He said 85 shells fell on 
the campus during this period but 
caused no casualties. 

Over 14,000 students applied 
last spring to enrol at the AUB. 
About 6,000 of them wanted to 
join the arts stream while the 
seats available were only 500; in 
die school of engineering, 2,500 
applied for the available 250 
places. 

Although almost 70 per cent of 
all AUB students receive some or 
the other form of full or partial 
sdwlarship, the standard of high 
selection and education has not 
declined, Salti said. 

He also pointed out that the fee 
levied by the AUB — between 
$1,000 to $2,000 annually — was 
very competitive for a university 
tbat provides a very high level of 
education. 

The AUB was established in 
1866. It alumni now boast of 
scores of top-level leaders, minis- 
ters and senior officials as well as 
businessmen and professionals in 
the Arab World and elsewhere. 
The Amman chapter of the AUB 
Alumni Club has perhaps the 
biggest membership outside 
Lebanon. 


Cyprus stifies its buffer 
zone smugglers 9 haven 


'"""tty Katherine MdElroy 
Beufer 


NICOSIA — The village of Pyla, 
once a smugglers' haven strad- 
dling the sectarian divide on the 
Mediterranean holiday island of 
Cyprus, is dying under a police 
crackdown. 

The police say the whisky sold 
in Pyla is a poor imitation of the 


real thing and the designer 
clothes are fake — tourists, they 
add, must be protected. 

The village, nestling inU.N. 
ceasefire lines between the 
Greek-Cypriot south and the 
breakaway Turkish-Cypriot north 
is one of the few settlement 
the divided island where tiiw 
m unities live and work together. 

Turkish-Cypriot villagers 


Khartoum extends truce 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Sudan’s 
military leader Omar Hassan Ai 
Bashir, on Saturday extended a 
unilateral ceasefire in the six- 
year-old war for another month. 

Bashir made the announce- 
ment during a session of a com- 
mittee he created to discuss possi- 
ble ways to end the fighting be- 
tween the government and the 
rebel Sudan People's Liberation 
Army (SPLA). 

Bashir said he had extended 
the ceasefire which expired Satur- 
day, for another month to en- 
hance “the atmosphere of duo- 
logue.” 

The government had invited 
rebel leader John Garang to 
attend the sessions of the commit- 
tee but he declined and accused 
the government of not being se- 
rious about wanting a peaceful 
end to .the war. 

The SPLA first declared a unila- 
teral ceasefire last April to allow a 
massive United Nations-coordin- 


ated relief operation to distribute 
food and supplies to starving 
Sudanese in the south. 

The rebels extended their ceas- 
efire until the end of June and 
Bashir's government, which took 
over power in a military coup 
June 30, immediately announced 
a one-month ceasefire which it 
has extended at the end of each 
month. 

Fighting has almost ceased ex- 
cept for isolated incidents. 

In a related development, a 
well-informed source told the AP 
that an Ethiopian pilot had re- 
cently landed at Khartoum air- 
port and asked for political 
asylum. 

No information was im- 
mediately available on the identi- 
ty of the pilot or his plane. 

Ethiopia has been the SPLA's 
main supporter in the war, allow- 
ing the rebels access to its terri- 
tories and providing them with 
military and financial support. 


would bring their “designer” 
sports wear and “whisky” from 
the north to sell in thriving shops 
to both Greek Cypriots and tour- 
ists from the south. 

Because the south does not 
recognise the self-dedared Tur- 
kish-Cypriot state . it bans the 
goods because they are not taxed. 

Despite the problems, Pyla 
flourished! Restaurants and 
clothes shops sprang up to serve 
bargain-hunters at the buffer 
zone village but now they are 
slowly but surely being forced out 
of business. 

Pyla's success was its undoing. 
— the Cyprus government de- 
cided enough was enough — the 
village's more shady activities had 
become an embarrassment. 

Cyprus Interior Minister 
Christodoulos Veniamin said 
tests showed 70 per cent of the 
whisky sold in Pyla was fake. 

“We were not as strict as we 
should have been... it's a bit of a 
scandal if it’s left like that,” be 
said. 

Police roadblocks in the south 
have discouraged Greek Cypriot 
visitors and tourists from entering 
the village under the watchful eye 
of the United Nations peacekeep- 
ers who have overseen Pyla since 
Cyprus was divided in 1974. 

Tourists say the police confis- 
cate any goods bought in Pyla. 

“They’ve dosed us down," said 
Greek-Cypriot Maria Petrou, 
whose husband runs a tavern on 
the road leading into the village. 
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An Israeli officer argues with an elderly Palesti- 
nian as a worker for the Israeli tax authority 
removes a handful of mason’s trowels from the 


hardware shop belonging to Bassam TawiI, as tax 
raids eonUnne in West Bank. 


W. Bank mayors denounce tax raids 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Three Palestinian mayors de- 
nounced Israel Saturday for seizing 
property and goods from people 
in the occupied West Bank town 
of Beit Sahour in a series of tax 
raids over the past 10 days. 


Mayor Elias Freij of Beth- 
lehem, Farah Al Araj of Beit 
Jalla and Hanna Al A trash of 
Beit Sahour said in a statement 
issued jointly with the Bethlehem 
.Chamber of Commerce that the 
raids were illegal. 


The Israeli authorities took ac- 
tion after Palestinians in Beit 
Sahour, a centre of civil dis- 
obedience during the 21-month- 
old Palestinian uprising, obeyed 
calls from activists not to pay 
taxes to Israel. 


Calling on the international 
community to force Israel to end 
the raids, they said moveable 
goods including furniture and 
machines had been confiscated, 
people arrested and the aged, 
women and children terrorised. 


A spokesman for Israel’s 
occupation authority declined last 
week to comment on the value of 
the goods confiscated. 

Residents of Beit Sahour near 
Bethlehem have likened their tax 
boycott to the refusal of Amer- 
ican colonists to pay taxes to the 
British government in the 18th 
' century. 

‘Taxation without representa- 
tion violates fundamental princi- 
ples of self-determination and 
civil rights,” they said in a state- 
ment last week. 


Ozal, master of surprise, 
keeps Turkey guessing 


ANKARA (R) — Prime Minister 
Turgut Ozal, a master of surprise, 
is keeping Turkey guessing on 
whether he will seek the less 
powerful job of president after six 
yeas as the country’s dominant 
politician. 

Most people expect him to 
become president in an election 
by legislators this month — but 
Ozal, facing stiff political opposi- 
tion and unpopularity with the 
public over the economy, is keep- 
ing his plans to himself. 

“My chances of running are 
50-50,” Ozal, who must declare 
his candidacy by Oct. 19, told his 
conservative Motherland Party 
last week. 

Opposition parties have 
threatened to boycott the vote if 
Ozal stands and refuse to recog- 
nise him if he wins, saying an 
Ozal victory would be unpopular 
with tiie public. 


Opinion polls show support for 
Ozal at just 15 per cent and the 
Motherland Party won only 22 
per cent of the votes in municipal 
elections in March. 

But the party, with 289 of 
parliament’s 450 seats, is busy 
discussing who would be the new 
prune minister if Ozal- does leave 
the roughbouse of daily politics to 
succeed current President Kenan 
Evren. 

There is no.obvious successor 
' to Ozal, but possibilities inlcude 
Foreign Minister Mesut YOmaz, 
42, who played a role in forming 
Ozal's latest cabinet, Deputy 
Prime Minister Alt Bozer, 64, 
and Finance Muster Ekrem Pak- 
demerii, 51. 

Bozer, a former judge at Stras- 
bourg’s human rights court, and 
parliamentary Speaker Yildirim 
Akbulut, 54, are seen as possible 
presidential candidates if Ozal 



Turgot -Ozal 
does not run. 

Only Kasim Gulek, an 85-year- 
old former politician, has de- 
clared his candidacy so far. 

“I believe Ozal will run,” one 
of Ozal’s aides said. "The more 
opposition parties shout and 
threaten the more he is likely to 
be determined to show them he is 
the boss.” 


Cargo jet flying urgent 
Lebanon medical supplies 






NICOSIA (AP) — A Boeing 707 
cargo jet loaded with $1 milli on 
worth of emergency medical sup- 
plies for war-ravaged Lebanon 
was on its way from New York to 
Cyprus Satuiriay. 

Eric Wemtz, a spkesman for 
the non-profit humanitarian orga- 
nisation Americans, said in Lar- 
naca, Cyprus, the plane was due 
to arrive Sunday morning. 

“We’ve committed ourselves to 
provoding $10 million in medical 
supplies to Lebanon tins year,” 
said Lisa Cbampean, an Ameri- 
cans spokeswoman in the United 
States. . 

The latest shipment comprises 
antibiotics, heart medicine, 
cough medicines for children, 
bum creams, surgical supplies, 
bandages, blankets, stretchers, 
tents and plastic sheeting. 

Champeau told the Associated 
Press in a telephone call to Amer- 
icares’ office in New Canaan, 
Connecticut, that the chartered 
jet was to offload its $41 ,000-kilo 
cargo at Laroaca airport on the 
southeast Cyprus coast. 

A portion of the emergency 
medical supplies was later be 
loaded onto a plane of Lebanon’s 
state-run Middle East Airlines 
(MEA), marking the first time 
the group has flown supplies into 
Beirut. 

Beirut international airport 
was closed during six months of 
intense artillery battles between 
Michel Aoun’s fighters against 
the Syrian army and its militia 
allies. The airport, in south 
Beirut, was recently reopened 
after an Arab League-brokered 
truce took hold. 1 


The rest of the shipment wiH be 
loaded onto -freighter for trans- 
port to the port of Jonnieh in the 
Christian enclave, said Wemtz. 

Eight Americares emergency 
medical shipments worth a total 
of $6 million already have 
reached both sides tins year 
aboard cargo ships- running the tp 
gauntlet of shelling and warships . 
to reach Lebanon. 

A math was intercepted by a 
Syrian gunboat a .week before the 
ceasefire," Weintz said. 

He said the ship, destined for 
Jonnieh, was - diverted to the 
northern Lebanese port of Tripo- 
li, where it was being processed 
by local customs officers. 

“We hope to get the shipment 
out of customs within the next 
few days,” Weintz said. 

Syria imposed a maritime 
blockade on the Christian eocalve 
in March, after Aoan ordered a 
blockade of harbours run by mili- 
tias in an effort to reassert gov- 
ernment control over the ports. 

Champeau said there were do 
plans for any Americans to 
accompany the medical supplies 
aboard the MEA plane because jr 
of frcars for their safety once they . 
arrived at Beirut airport. 

“Ghiite a lot of our staffers 
would like to gp she said. “Bat 
We can’t take that responsibility.” 

Several of the 16 Western hos- 
tages held in Lebanon were kid- 
napped along or near the airport 
highway into Beirut. 

' Americares’ emergency sup- 
plies are distributed to hospitals 
on both sides of Beirut’s dividing 
line by volunteers inside 
in, Weintz said. 
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Algerian national assembly 
adopts new programme 


ALGIERS (R) — The Algerian 
National Assembly has overwhel- 
mingly adopted the programme 
of a new government named to 
speed up political and economic 
liberalisation. 

The APS news 
deputies backed 

of incoming Prime Minister 
Moulond Hamrouche by 281 . 
votes to three with two absten- 
tions. 

Hamrouche has pledged to cre- 
ate a market-based economy 
-within a fully- democratic multi- 
party state.;- ; “ : • ^ t 

He was' named Sept. 9 after 
President ChadB Benjedid fired 
previous Prime Minister Kasdi 
Merbah for fafling to make prog- 
ress on reforms promised after 
anti-austerity riots convulsed the 
country in October 1988. 

A new constitution adopted in 
February signalled the official 
end of years of dogmatic one- 
party socialist rule, but the re- 


form drive ran into opposition 
within the ruling National Libera- * 
don Front (FLN). 

On Friday, Benjedid told the 
FLN there was no going back on 
reform and he urged the party to 
bring itself into line with the 
changes in Algerian society. 

“We arrived at the conviction it 
was necessary to allow all the 
citizens of tins nation to express 
their opinion in all liberty. I 
reaffirm today, once again, out 
commitment," he told a masting 
of the party’s central committee. 

. Jhe central .committee was 


meeting to prepare for a key FLN 
a Novell 


NA 


congress in November at which 
the party’s manifesto in the first 
multi-party elections since inde- 
pendence from France in 1964 
will be adopted. 

Benjedid told delegates he 
agreed with remarks by Ham- 
rouche that it would be necessary 
to hold talks “with everybody and 
every political group” 
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Mubarak’s offer provides a dramatic test of will 
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By Abba Eban 


LOS ANGELES — President 
Hosni Mubarak's offer to bring 
Israelis and Palestinians together 
for peace talks on Egyptian soil is 
rational, sober and respectful of 
Israeli sensitivities. If sufch initia- 
tives are blocked by the rejection- 
ism that frustrated earlier peace 
openings in the 1980s, there will 
be little to expect beyond the 
defeat of realism and escalating 
violence in a region packed with 
deadly weaponry. 


All four parties — the Israelis, 
the Egyptians, the Palestinians 
and the United States — face a 
dramatic moral and human test. 
It is in their power to ensure that 
the opening created by Mr. 
Mubarak is not wasted. The ques- 
tion of whether a Palestinian de- 
legation shall or shall not include 
a few Palestinians who are now 


outside the occupied territories is 
so picayune and pettifogging that 
if it obstructs a dialogue, the 
resultant tears and blood will lie 
heavy on whichever party ob- 
structs in prospect. 

The timeliness of Mr. Mubar- 
ak’s initiative arises from the 
deadlock in Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir’s proposal to hold 
elections leading to the establish- 
ment of limited autonomy in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. This 
was a creditable procedural idea, 
but it was subject to different 
interpretations and required clar- 
ification. 

In the absence of formal 
Israeli -Palestinian contacts, the 
United States sought Arab and 
European acceptance of this 
proposal. The initiative in its ori- 
ginal form would exclude Jeru- 
salem residents and those closely 
associated with the PLO from any 
part of the election process: 

But two senior ministers, Shi- 
mon Peres and Yitzhak Rabin, 


advocate flexible attitudes on 
such contentious issues. Even the 
PLO, with which the United 
States wisely maintains its con- 
tacts, has modified its traditional 
recklessness to the point of keep- 
ing the door conditionally open to 
the election idea. 

Can all this be made to add up 
to an agreement or, at least, a 
dialogue? It is not unusual for a 
party to a dispute to inaugurate a 
discussion, as Mr. Shamir has 
done, with its own full demands. 
What was abnormal was the in- 
ability or refusal of the authors of 
the initiative to explain what 
kinds of elections they had in 
mind. The United States and 
Egypt have asked questions that 
might hold the key to an agree- 
ment. 

May Palestinians in East Jeru- 
salem vote in polls outside Jeru- 
salem for representatives of their 
movement? WiH there be outside 
observers? Will Israeli forces 
withdraw from intimidating pro- 


ximity to the polls? WIH the 
election be held specifically as a 
prelude to open-ended negotia- 
tion of future status? 

The United States has not been 
able to get replies, because in 
Israel’s coalition government 
there are at least two answers to 
every question. The result is that 
the election initiative has been 
presented as a hermetic demand, 
impervious to analysis, clarifica- 
tion or amendment. 

- Some U.S. officials contributed 
to this fundamentalism with the 
slogan that “this is the only-game 
in town.” Sporting metaphor has ' 
seldom had a less felkatous use 
than in this uncharacteristic warn- 
ing against innovation and di- 
versity. Fortunately, the United 
States has emerged from this 
strahjacket to the extent of com- 
mending the Mubarak initiative. 

Nevertheless, the peace pro- 
cess was in a parlous condition 
until Mr. Mubarak’s invitation to 
Defence Minister Rabin. Mr. 


Rabin's imaginative acceptance 
gave peace a new chance. Both 
have decided it is better to risk 
and fail than to recoil from risk 
‘ through fear of failure. 

The question is whether this 
attitude is accepted by the United 
States. Despite Washington’s 
routine insistence on “direct 
negotiation,” every contractual 
success in Isnteli-Arab negotia- 
tion for 40 years has depended on 
a third party's good offices. 

What is required from 
Washington is not intervention or 
pressure but a willingness to iDu- 
minate avenues of compromise. 
American passivity would be 
equivalent in consequence to 
assertive support of the explosive 
status quo. It would have been 4 
imaginative for the United States 
to have convened the Israeli- 
Palesrinian meeting that Mr. 
Mubarak now suggests. As it is, 
Mr. Mubarak’s initiative deserves 
the credit and support — The 
New York Times. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME OWE 



1&45 . 


17HM . 


l&tW . 


18.-63 . 




19:40 . 

2fc60 . 


2tfc30 . 


21:30 . 


21:40 . 
23*0 . 


PROGRAMME TWO 

1SJ8 .. 
19*0 .. 
19:15 .. 


1*45 .. 
2fc30 


21:10 .. 
22M 



PRAYER TIMES 

65-08 


0&2S .. 
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Ifc42 *Isha 



SL Mary of Nazareth Church SwriOch 
Tel. 511/740 

Assemblies of God Charch, Tel. 

632785. 

Sr. Joseph Chordi Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Auuuudatioa Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel 661757 
Terr ism t i Charch Tel: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Td. 625383, Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Charch Tel. 
7713J1. 

Armenian Orthodox Charch Tel 

775261. 

Syrian Orthodox Church TeL 771751. 
Amman International Charch Td. 
685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Charch Td: 
811295. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 813817. 654932. 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


A gradual drop in temperature is 
expected and some clouds wiH appear 
at different altitudes. Winds win be 
northwesterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds mil be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 


MinJmaa. temp. 

Amman 13 7 27 

Aqaba 20/33 

Deserts 14/29 

Jordan Valley 18/32 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 33. Aqaba 37. Humidity readings: 
Amman 22 per cent, Aqaba 20 per 
cenl. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: . 

Dr. Bahjat Badr 849362 

Dr. Mohammad Al 'Ajem 894184 

Dr. Mohammad 'Azam 664266 

Dr. Yousef Ai Houratri 714622 

Firas pharmacy 6619 12 

Fenfows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy ............. 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Sh me isani pharmacy 637660 

DUHD: 

Dr. Abdul Karim Al'Abwa ... {— ) 

AlSharaa’ pharmacy 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Mufeed Damn ..... ( — ) 

KhaKfeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Gril Defence Department 661111 

CSvfl Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police ..... 192,621111,637777 

Eire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Pofice 896390 

Public Security Department .... 630321 

HoldCwnplaims 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints....... 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints........... 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls ..................... 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdah Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111' 

Water Authorin' 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 


Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Right Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia inti. Airport 08-53200 

hospitals 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J.Amn... 644281/6 
AkBeh Maternity, J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Mateniiry 642362 

Matins, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ......... 667227/9 

The Mamie, Abdati 666127/37 

Al-Allli.Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

AJ-Bashir.J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army, Marta 89161 1/15 

Queen AGa Hospital 602240/50 

Anal Hospital 674155 

ZABQA: 

ZarqaGtm. Hospital (09)983323 

Zaraa National Hospital .. (091991071 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

IR8ID: 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Cathode Hospital 
- Dm A] Nates Hospital... 


AQABA: 

Princess Hays Hospital.... (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


77ns information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen AEa International 
Airport Tel. (08)53200-$, w here it 
should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1 ) 

IMS Damascus (RJ) 

ISBN Sana’a (RJ) 

10:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

16-38 Cairo (RJ) 

Ms4S Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Hs45 ... Laraasamj) 

lid* Dbahran, Kuwait (RJ) 

17:45 ..„ Cairo (RJ) 

1840 Baghdad [RJ) 

IMS Vienna, Istanbul (RJ) 

19:10 ........... Casablanca, Tuna (RJ) 

1*36 Bangkok (Rl) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

B9-J0 Dubai | 

■ISbM - - Sana'a ( 

13:01 Istanbul, Ankara i 

UfcM Cairo! 

1325 Bahrain (GF 

1*3# Kuwait | 

15ti» Bash 

1825 Paris! 

86:15 .... Baghdad (AF) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

•840 Aqaba (RJ) 

11:40 Bucharest (RJ) 

lla45 - RomefRJ) 

12:15 Vienna, Montreal New York 
(RJ) 

12s40 Istanbul (RJ) 

13:15 Frankfort, Copenhagen (RJ) 

13:45 Cairo (RJ) 

14*0 Baghdad (Rl) 

15:3* Mosoow(add.)! 

2fc3l — P imiwnK i 

2fc48 ... Kuwait, Abu Dhabii 

20:45 Bahrain, Doha! 

21:16 Jeddah! 

2106 Cairo! 

21s45 ............... Dubai, Muscat | 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

0636 (BA)" 

!6s36 — . — Dubai (EK) 

11:16 Frankfort (LH) 

1*» Ankara, Istanbul (TK) 

14.-05 Cairo (MS) 

MJ6 Bahrain, Sharjah (GF) 


market prices 


uppoflower price in 5b per kg. 

580/530 

wnana 400 / 350 

Banana (Mnkammar) 350 / 300 

530 / 480 

170/140 

- 250/140 

uxn ............. — _ 160/140 

Gicnmbeiy (huge) ..... 250/200 

Cucumber* (sin&;j) 330 / 300 

Dates ....... 7QO/600 

5®P* ao * 200/160 

Hg 400 / 350 

9 art * c .-“- - 900 / 800 

Grapefn ot 250 / 200 

350/300 

Grapes(red) 350/300 

Uraon 200/160 

MaBow... ..... 130/100 

Mfro»0arge) ...180/150 

Manow (small) 34O / 280 

600 / 550 

....... 250/ 200 

*2*“ 160/120 

Pepper (swee p-- ...... 170/140 

™“g‘“*BMe ....... 330/280 

300/250 

Sweet Melon 330/280 

«miitoei t, MO/ 120 

Water Melon 180/ ISO 
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King, Queen to open seminar 
on safeguarding the future 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Their Ma- 
jesties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor Monday open:- a 
regional conference on safe- 
guarding the future which is 
being held by the United Na- 
trons Fund for Population Acti- 
■vities (UNFPA) in cooperation 
with the Noor AJ Hussein 
Foundation (Niff). 

An NHF press release on the 
eve of the occasion sa id that 
the conference is regarded as 
part of the UNFPA’s efforts to 
promote social economic and 
environmental progress 
through improving the balance 
between population growth 
and distribution and the coon- 1 
try’s resources. 

Ministers of health, p lannin g 
and socaal development as well 
as leadens of women’s federa- 
tion and unions in all Arab 
league countries have been 
invited to take part in the 
thredklay conference. 

Also taking part in the con- 
ference wiU be 25 distinguished 
journalists from .the various 
mass communication media, as 
well as 10 experts in population 
issues who will act as source 
persons, or facilitators, for the 


discussion sessions. 

There -will also' be repre- 
sentatives of some United Na- 
trons specialised agencies, such 
as the Environment Program- 
me (UNEP), the Development 
Programme . (UNDP), the In- 
ternational Labour Organisa- 
tion (ILO), the Children's 
Fund (UNICEF), the Food 
and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) and die Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Orga- 
nisation (UNESCO). 

The objectives of the confer- 
ence are: 

— To explain the inter-rela- 
tionship between the various 
socio-economic factors affect- 
ing the individual and social 
welfare with a view to promot- 
ing an integrated approach for 
sustained development. 

— To demonstrate that the hu- 
man being is the ultimate goal 
of development, and that all 
efforts should be aimed at con- 
tributing to the well-being of 
individuals and society. 

— To emphasise that de- 
velopment cannot be complete 
or sustained unless all sections 
of the population are involved. 
In this respect, the potential 


Government declares 
holiday on Thursday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Thursday, Islamic Affairs Dr. Abdul Aziz 
Oct. 12, 1989, win be observed as A1 Khayyat, said that the main 
a public holiday in Jordan to event will be held at AJ Hussein 
celebrate the Prophet Moham- Youth City’s Palace of Culture, 
mad’s birthday anniversary, the Husseinr Mosque, downtown 
according to an official communi- Amman, and tiro King Ab dullah 
que by the Prime Ministry Ibn A1 Hussein Mosque at Abdali 
Sunday. district. 

On' the occasion, all govern- A special celebration on the 
ment departments and public in- coming anniversary will be staged 
solutions will remain dosed, and in Cairo at the invitation of the 
various public and private orga- Egyptian government and with 
nisations will make arrangements the participation of Awqaf minis - 
for religious ceremonies to mark ters from the Arab Cooperation 
the .occasion, the comm unique Council (ACC) states, 
said. On Oct. 12, there mil be Isla- 

Eaiiier, a national committee otic book exhibitions in various 
organising celebrations for the provinces and voluntary societies 
anniversary announced that ma- will distribute financial .and in- 
jor ceremonies will be held on kind gifts to needy families. In 
Oct. 11, die eve of the birthday addition, religious competitions 
anniversary. will be organised, with the major 

The committee, which is event taking place at the Urn- 
chaired by Minister of Awqaf and versity of Jordan. 


NATIONAL HEWS HI BRIEF | 

KING CABLES CONGRATULATIONS: His Majesty King 
Hussein sent tables to the leaders of the Peoples Republic of 
Republic, Cyprus and Nigeria congratulating them on their countries 
national day. The K in g wished the three presidents contained good 
health and happiness and their people farther progress and prosper- 
ity. (Petra) 

ROMANIAN DAYS: His Royal Highness Prince Mohammad, the 
personal representative of His Majesty King Hussein, Sunday 
opened a Ro manian .exhibition entitled “Romania n Days” at the 
Jerusalem Hotel in Amman : He also attended a reception to mark 
the occasion. 

MAJALI OPENS ART EXHIBITION: Minister of Culture and 
Information Nasouh A1 MajaH Sunday inaugurated at the R oyal 
Cultural Centre the Plastic arts exhibition, by the Jordanian artist 
Mohammad A1 Hadidi. The exhibition includes 40 plates highlighting 
the relation between man and nature. (Petra) 

LAWZI RECEIVES TURKISH ENVOY: Upper House of Parlia- 
ment Speaker Ahmad A1 Lawzi Sunday received the new Turkish 
ambassador to Jordan and discussed with him bilateral relations in 
the parliamentary field. (Petra) 

KHAYYAT MEETS SULTAN OF BRUNEI: Awqaf and blaniic 
Affairs Minister Dr. Abdul Aziz A1 Khayyat Sunday conveyed the 
greetings of His Majesty King Hussein to Sultan Sir Mnda Hassanul 
Bolldah of Brunei. ■ 

WHAT’S GOING ON 

7he following listings arc compiled tom monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ An Indian photographic exhibition — “Jawaharial Nehru, His 
Life and limes” — at the Students Activities' Complex, 
University of Jordan. 

☆ An exbibitian of watercolours on Jordan by Salam at 

A1 Watiti Art Gallery. 

-dr An exhibition oT Islamic scripts at Jordan National Gallery for 
Fine Arts. 

☆ An art exhibition entitled “Nature and Man” by Jordanian 
artist Mohammad AJ Hadidi at the Royal Cnttnral Centre — 

. 6:00 p.m. 

☆ Ah exhibition marking the 1st centennial of the EHU Tower 
displaying photographs, drawings and pictures d emon strating 
the tower in afl its aspects at the Frencfa-Ooltural Centre — 6r@© 

■ p.m. 

☆ An exhibition of Romanian folklore and ' traditional crafts 
featuring life in Romania at the Jerusalem Hotel. 


☆ A lecture, hi French, on the French refief agency, Mededns 
Sans Fronlieres, by Christophe Dupont at the French Cultural 
Centre — 6:00 p.m. 

• FILM 

☆ A Yugoslav film entitled “Petria’s Wreath” (Arabic subtitled), 
shown as part of the V»gosiavF3ni Week, at the Royal Cultural 
Centre — 8:00 p.m. 


INVITATION 

Die German Speaking Ladies in Amman, m&chten 
bekanntgeben, daB ihr Kaffeemorgen am Montag, 
den 2 Oct; -89 von 9.30 - 12.00 in Amra Hotel 
stattfindet. Auch aJIe NeuankOmlinge sind herzlich 
wiilkommen. - 


contribution of women is cons- 
idered and needs to the 
‘rationally utilised. 

— To encourage and promote 
public understanding of, and 
support for specific efforts 
needed for this integrated 
mode of development. 

Three major documents will 
be presented at the confer- 
ence: 

— In the first paper. Dr. 
Riad Tabbarah, chief of the 
Social Development, Popula- 
tion and Homan Settlements 
Division of the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commis- 
si od for Western Asia, will 
review the population and de- 
velopment situation in the 
Arab World, look at some of 
its major issues and propose 
some actions that decision- 
makers may take to impart grea- 
ter rationality to the develop- 
ment of the Arab region. 

— In her paper, writer and 
journalist Nadia Hijab will 
argue that sustainable develop- 
ment is not posable until and 
unless women are seen for 
what they are: producers of 
much of the nation’s wealth. In 
digcnggmg this issue, Hijab will 



HM King Hussein 

first look at the basic indicators 
of development, such as health 
and education, and then ex- 
amine women's productivity, 
and their involvement in eco- 
nomic activities. 

— The third paper, entitled 
Population, Development and 
Environment in the Arab Re- 
gion, will be presented by Dr. 
Mohammad Kassas, professor 
at Cairo University, who will 
discuss such issues as demogra- 
phy, urbanisation and the 
urban sprawl, population re- 
distribution, migration and 
trans-boundary population 
movement. 

Each paper will be presented 
by its author at a plenary ses- 
sion and followed by a com- 


HM Queen Noor 

merit by a leading expert. The 
plenary will then break into 
discussion groups which will 
later report to the plenary on 
their discussions. 

On the third day of the 
conference, roundtable ses- 
sions mil review the recom- 
mendations and propose prog- 
rammes that will help in for- 
mulating a plan for the future. 

Results of this conference 
will be discussed at an interna- 
tional conference which UN- 
FPA is holding in Amsterdam 
under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Beatrix of the 
Netherlands, from Nov. 6 to 9 
under the tide: “Population and 
the 21st Centry: Safeguarding 
the Future.” 








Sharif Zeid receives De La Salle President 


AMMAN — Prime Minister Sharif Zefd Ben 
Shaker had a meeting in his office Sunday with the 
president of the De La Salle Order (The Freres) 
Johnston John Calvin who is currently on a tour 
of Jordan and a nnmber of countries in the Middle 
East region. They reviewed the edncational efforts 
of- the order’s colleges around the world. Sharif 


Zeid paid tribute to De La Salle’s edncational 
contributions around the world in general and in 
Jordan in particular. For his part Calvin voiced 
appreciation of His Majesty King Hussein’s sup- 
port for education and his genuine and sincere 
efforts to estabhsh peace in the Middle East 
region. (Petra photo) 


Malaria not endemic in Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Over 200 
cases of malaria are reported in 
Jordan every year, but the dis- 
ease is not endemic in the King- 
dom and disease carriers are all 
non-Jordanians, Health Minister 
Zuhair Malhas said in an inter- 
view with the Sawt A1 Shaab 
Arabic daily. 

According to the minister, Jor- 
dan is also free of bflharzia, a 
disease which affects some Arab 
countries, especially Egypt' 

The malaria cases, according to 
the minister, are treated and 
cured by health authorities in the 
Kingdom free of charge to make 
the country one of the very few 
malaria-free nations in the Mid- 
dle East region, Malhas said. 

As a result of the continued 
efforts by health teams and the 
immunisation campaigns, the coun- 
try remains free of numerous 
contagious diseases, the minister 

He said that Jordan can boast 
of being one of the leading na- 
tions in eliminating diseases 
which used to cause high rates of 
mortality among children. 

Nearly 98 per cent of Jordanian 
children, he explained, are immu- 
nised against whooping cough, 
tetanus and polio and efforts con- 
tinue to deal with all forms of 
diarrhoea. 

The Health Ministry, which 
this year celebrates its 30th 
anniversary, “has reason to be 
proud of its achievements in con- 
trolling the spread of diseases, in 
carrying ont primary health care 
programmes in Jordan and in 
conducting preventive medicine 
in rural, badia and urban regions 
of the Kingdom,” Malhas said. 

Malhas said feat Jordan im- 
ports drags from 38 countries to 
provide nearly 70 per cent of the 
local needs. 

Jordan has five major phar- 
maceutical plants which produce 
high-quality medicine marketed 
in the country and abroad, the 
minister said. • 

Malhas noted that the price of 
certain imported types of medi- 
cines rose sharply over the past 17 
months due largely to the declin- 
ing value of the dinar. 

He regretted that Jordanians 
have to pay 20 to 40 per cent 
increases in the price of medicine 
as a result of the decline, in the 
value of the national currency, 
bat noted that some drugstores 
and importers of foreign medi- 
cine are not willing to cut down 
on their profits. 

According to Malhas, certain 
drug stores have been making 
profits at the rate of 60 per cent. 

Referring to fee main services 
of the. Health Ministry, Malhas 
said that through the primary 
health care programme, the 
ministry was striving to spread 


awareness among members of fee 
public about means of protecting 
themselves against all types of 
diseases. 

“While the National Medical 
Institution (NM2) is taking care 
of hospitals and their functions, 
fee ministry is dedicating its time 
and efforts to provide fee public 
wife information on fending off 
the danger of diseases and on 
means of providing children with 
nutritious food,' and living in 
healthy environment,” Malhas 
pointed out. 

In fee past 30 years of its 
existence, the Ministry of Health 
succeeded in reducing to one per 
cent, down from seven per cent. 


Wazani opens Jordanian 
Judicial Training Institute 


AMMAN (Petra) — Justice 
Minister Raleb A1 Wazani Sun- 
day deputised for His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan in 
opening fee Jordanian Judicial 
Training Institute and delivered a 
speech, outlining its objectives 
and programmes. 

The minister said that the insti- 
tute has been set up upon direc- 
tives of Prince Hassan and wife 
fee purpose of meeting fee train- 
ing requirements of Jordanian 
judges. 

“The institute will do all it can 


to raise the standard of the judges 
and to improve their performance 
and help them deal with new 
developments in Jordanian poli- 
tical, economic and social life,” 
the minis ter noted in bis speech at 
the opening session. 

Wazani said there is need to 
strengthen fee inspection system 
at fee Ministry of Justice, by 
providing it wife highly qualified 
judges, and there is need to pre- 
sent fee judicial system in Jordan 
in its best and most appropriate 
form. 


An international firm of accountants re- 
quires an Audit Manager for Saudi Ara- 
bia, who should hold an accounting 
degree from a recognised university, be 
fluent in both the Arabic and English 
languages and have at least five years 
auditing' experience. 

Professional qualifications would be an 
advantage. Total monthly emoluments in 
the region of JD 2,000. 

Interested applicants should write 
to: 

P.O. Box 2672, Riyad 11461, 
Saudi Arabia 


Qnayyah will finally 
get electricity, water 


fee rate of deaths from conta- 
gious diseases but, he said, fee 
type o£ diseases changed during 
this period. For example the mor- 
tality rate due to cancer is now 
seven per cent in Jordan up from 
one per cent in 1930, the 
minister noted. 

He said that high blood press- 
ure, heart diseases, diabetes, 
mental illness and other related 
diseases are now spreading, but 
on fee whole, life expectancy in 
Jordan now stands. at 67 up from 
41 in 1930 “thanks to the 
public health awareness cam- 
paigns launched over fee past two 
decades.” 


By Sohefr Obddat 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

QNAYYAH — Qnayyah is a small village situated 20 
kilometres north west of Zarqa with an approximate 
population of 1,200, but despite its proximity to such 
an industrial city as Zarqa, it has no electricity, no 
water, no adequate health care and no telephone or 
postal services. 


Unlike other distant villages 
feat are not connected with high 
voltage lines since they are too far 
from them, Qnayyah lacks elec- 
tricity because of “administrative 
squabbles,” according to resi- 
dents. 

The village, only one kilometre 
away from fee high voltate lines 
of fee Irbid District Electricity 
Company (IDECO), cannot be- 
nefit from the grid since it is 
considered within fee borders of 
fee Zarqa govemorate. 

“Qnayyah cannot be connected 
to fee high voltage lines because 
it is outside fee EDECO’s conces- 
sion area,” the mayor of fee Urn 
Sleih and Greseh Municipality, 
Fans A) Zayoud, said on the 
fringes of a visit Her Majesty 
Queen Noor to the village 
Sunday. 

According to official sources, 
connecting Qnayyah to Zarqa’s 
electricity costs around JD 
73,000 while it would cost only 
JD 21,000 for it to be connected 
with the IDECO line. 

Electricity is only one of many 


“commodities” that Qnayyah 
lacks. Though surrounded by 
many water springs and other 
natural water resources, the vil- 
lage does not yet have a water 
network. 

Children of school age in 
neighbouring villages can have as 
much water as they want during 
the rainy days of winter, as some 
of them have to negotiate about 
22 kilometres every day to and 
from fee only school available to 
Qnayyah residents — in Qnayyah 
village itself. 

But their ordeal stops at the 
end of the third preparatory 
grade; not because the secondary 
grade students have a bus of their 
own, but because there is no 
secondary school in Qnayyah. 

“The secondary school is in 
another distant village. Most of 
the students quit school after the 
third preparatory.” Zayoud told 
the Jordan Times. 

The list of demands is endless 
and the people were more than 
thrilled when they knew that 
Queen Noor was to pay their 


modest village a royal visit, ras- 
ing hopes that it will result in 
some improvement in their living 
conditions. 

They were not disappointed. 
After the Queen inspected the 
small village Sunday, she in- 
structed that it be supplied wife 
electricity. 

“The Cities and Villages De- 
velopment Bank and fee Ministry 
of Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and the Environment are to offer 
the village loans to extend elec- 
tricity lines,” said the head of the 
village council, Ali Rashid. 

A water network is to be con- 
structed by the Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation in cooperation with 
the Department of Land and 
Survey. 

A bus is also >o be allocated to 
take children .o their schools, 
which will also be fenced. A post 
office was immediately estab- 
lished. 

According to minister of health 
Zuhair Malhas, who accompa- 
nied the Queen on her visit, a 
doctor is to make more frequent 
visits to the village on a regular 
basis, rather than only two hours 
eveiy other day. 

The Noor A1 Hussein Founda- 
tion (NHF) is to develop small 
projects in fee area to help the 
families increase their income, 
and a social development centre 
will be established. 

Accompanying the Queen on 
her visit were Minister of Agricul- 
ture Bassam A1 Saket and NHF 
Director General Ina’m Al Mufti. 


Queen stresses importance 
of meeting children’s needs 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Sunday stressed the 
need for meeting the 'children’s 
needs and renewed a pledge and a 
commitment to every Jordanian 
child. 

Queen Noor’s message came on 
the eve of Jordan’s celebrations of 
the International and Arab Child 
Day. 

Herebelow is the foil text of the 
Queen's message: 

The International and— Arab 
Day of the Child which we com- 
memorate today is a moment for 
all of ns — as Individuals, fami- 
lies, Hashemite Kingdom of Jor- 
dan, Arab nation, Islamic nmma 
and the global' community of 
humankind — to foens on the 
needs, desires and rights of all 
children, and an opportunity to 
reassert that the quality of our 
giving to the children matches the 
depth of our love for them. 

During this pivotal moment in 
history — when the people of 
North and Sooth alike are collec- 
tively engaged in vital program- 
mes of economic restructuring, 


political evolution, environmental 
protection, cultural rediscovery 
and social revitalisation — we 
should give our children the 
added strength and hope to grow 
np with the conviction that every 
child matters, that every indi- 
vidual has a contribution to make, 
and that every person on this 
planet, regardless of their work, 
their social or economic status, 
their education or their beliefs, 
has a special role to play in the 
order of oar- world enjoying God's 
blessings. 

We in Jordan take the oppor- 
tunity of this Arab and Interna- 
tional Day of the Child to renew 
our personal pledge and our 
national commitment to every 
child in our land, in every home, 
town, village, farm and in the 
badia: 

— That we shall continue to 
work hard to assure that all chil- 
dren have fair and equal access to 
basic human needs, indnding 
education, health care, dean wa- 
ter, shelter, an honourable in- 
come, nourishment and the love 


and security of a caring house- 
hold; 

— And that every child in 
Jordan who wishes to do so shall 
have an opportunity to transcend 
the purely physical and emotional 
needs of life: to dream of adven- 
tures and great deeds, to reach 
out to people's of other nations, 
religions and traditions, and to 
engage in enfrnre the creative 
scholarship and scientific re- 
search, athletics, care of -the en- 
vironment, the 'provision of 
opportunity for the physically and 
mortally handicapped, and ser- 
vice to the socially and economi- 
cally disadvantaged 

We have built oar country on 
the basis of this spirit of caring for 
one another and of sharing oar 
blessings with our wider national 
community in Jordan and further 
afield. We take the opportunity of 
this day to recommit ourselves to 
this national legacy, embracing 
both the traditions or our ances- 
tors and the future prospects of 
our children. 
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Will Shamir come to 
his senses? 


ISRAELI Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s recent pro- 
nouncement that Israel must negotiate with the Palestinians 
if it wants to achieve peace is a profound step in the right 
direction. For many years, the Israeli establishment sought 
to bypass the Pal estinian factor in a vain effort to sue for 
peace in the Middle East without their involvement. UntO 
most recently Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir and his 
Liknd Woe were still pursuing the elusive peace process in 
the Middle East blind-folded by pretending that the 
Pales tinian factor was simply not there to reckon with. Then 
came Jordan’s diplomatic masterstroke in 1988 with its 
historic and nationalistic decision to sever legal and adminis- 
trative ties with the West Bank. From that point mi, slowly 
but surely, the thought began to soak in the national Israeli 
psyche that the principal interlocutor in the Palestinian 
dimension of the broader Arab-Israeli conflict is the 
Palestinian party through its representative the PLO. 
Accordingly that momentous Jordanian derision must be 
credited with the transformation of Israeli perspective 
towards the Palestinian side, including the most recent 
endorsement of the pivotal Palestinian role by Rabin. 

What remains to be done is to convince S hamir and his 
stubborn Likud partners to remove the blinds off their ej a 
and accept the new realities that there is no other option in 
dealing with the Palestinian question except to talk with the 
Palestinians themselves through their machinery, the PLO. 
The fact that Rabin is one of the most popular Israeli 
political leaders and that 52 percent of Israelis, according to 
a recent poll, are supportive of Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak’s peace ideas, it would seem probable now that the 
trend of Israeli thinking in favour of talking with the 
Palestinians would pick up momentum. And with Washing- 
ton fully on the side' of such a trend as evidenced by U.S. 
Secretary of, State Janies Baker’s, recent remarks, there is 
no way that Shamir and his supporters can stand in the way 
of the burgeoning tide in favour of letting the Palestinians 
speak for themselves. It might take some more time to win 
Shamir to the side of common sense but there is no way he 
can withstand for long the growing impetus supporting the 
resolution of the Palestinian case through the Palestinians. 
In this vein Shamir cannot lose sight of Baker’s recent 
warning to Tel Aviv which cautioned Israel to advance the 
ongoing peace efforts or risk facing other options that will 
surely be submitted should these peace efforts come to 
naught. There is no doubt that Mr. Baker was referring to 
the Egyptian thoughts on bringing the Israelis and Palesti- 
nians to the negotiating table or rise push forward once 
again the international peace conference idea. Mr. Baker 
has summed it all when he stated last Friday that the “name 
of the game right now is to — Tor the first time — get Israelis 
and Palestinians talking to each other." The sooner Shamir 
yields to this common sense, the better it would be for all. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


TWO Arabic dailies on Sunday discussed Lebanon in the light of 
the ongoing meetings in Ta’if by the Lebanese deputies called to 
thrash out diffrences among the warring parties and to pave the 
way for a national reconciliation. 

A1 Ra’i said that the deputies have now taken the first step 
towards peace by holding their meeting in Saudi Arabia under 
Arab League umbrella and with support from Arab leaders. The 
meeting is the first fruit of the prolonged and tedious efforts on 
the part of the Arab League and its tripartite committee and is 
seen as the first ray of hope for millions of Lebanese and the Arab 
masses at large, the paper noted. It said that King Fahd’s address 
to the Lebanese parliamentarians urging them to do all they can 
to overcome the present difficulties and attain the aspired goals 
served as a new impetus for the parley. The King's address to the 
meeting warned of the conspiracy against Lebanon and appealed 
to the deputies to save their country from further tragedies and 
disintegration, the paper added, ft said that the Ta'if meeting can 
set the stage for an all-out reconciliation and a lasting peace. 


Sawt AI Sbaab daily for its part said that the 63 Lebanese deputies 
meeting in Ta’if are taking a constitutional, step not only in 
representing the Lebanese people but also in taking the very first 
and essential step that could lead to a lasting peace. What the 
deputies are concerned with at present is to see their country 
united, free from foreign domination and capable to stand up to 
challenges, the paper said. What the Arabs want from the 
deputies, it added, is to see an all-out consensus on ending all 
differences among the factions and warring groups and a clear 
way to peace. Tie question now is saving Lebanon from further 
destruction, and whether the meeting was held inside Lebanese 
territory or abroad, the aim and the objective remains the same, 
said the paper. What is expected from the deputies in Ta'if, the 
paper continued, is something wanted by all the Lebanese people 
and demanded by the Arab masses — that is total peace and 
security. We appeal to all Lebanese deputies and citizens, said the 
paper, to place their country’s national interests above all other 
considerations and to sincerely work for peace. 


Al Dnstour daily commented on a meeting by the higher public 
safety committee under the chairmanship of the prime minister 
and discussed the task which the committee has been charged to 
undertake to ensure better environment for the Jordanian people. 
The paper said that the committee’s services are now needed 
more than any time in the past in the light of the latest 
developments and the revelations about contaminated food 
supplies and the gas leakage that poisoned the Jives of many 
citizens. The paper echoed the prime ministers call on the 
committee members to remove all elements that had been 
endangering public safety. The paper called for concerted efforts 
on the part of all departments and the public to put an end to 
dangers threatening the people’s lives and to ensure a pure 
environment in the country. __ 


Weekly Political Pulse 


Children of ‘divorce’ 


THE POLITICAL implications of the 1988 Jordanian decision to 
sever legal and diplomatic relations with the West Bank are 
figuring high on the agenda of voters and candidates this autumn. 
To be sure, that derision is viewed as some sort of a “divorce”, 
albeit a well-motivated one and in response to a plea for 
separation nisi from one of the “spouses.” But as in all divorces, 
the “offsprings” of the state of marriage that existed between the 
two parties normally end up paying the biggest price. The two 
“spouses” get accustomed to their new situations and their newly 
discovered roles but the “children” somehow never overcome the 
shock that usually ensues from the dissolution of “matrimony,” 
especially the kind that lasted for a long time. 

Now who are the “children” of the Jordanian-Palestmian 
marriage that are caught up in the middle of the break-up of a 
family relationship? Politics aside, the two peoples made great 
strides to melt into one people even though there were pockets on 
both rides who were never convinced of this union. The negative 
forces were to be expected as they represented the mother-in-law 
factor in the marriage. In this vein one does not think only in 
terms of the many instances of “inter-marriages” that occurred 
between the two sides and the thousands and thousands of 
offsprings that were the consequences of that union, but also of 
the glorious friendships and splendid personal relations that 
developed between them on such a mass scale that cannot be had 


except between the members of the greater Ashira, who have 


shared the same loaf of bread fm decades. One must also speak of 
material relations, in the form of commerce and trade, that 
emerged between the two famili es in die course of two decades in 
recent times and well over many generations over more ancient 
eras. 


Thus the relationships and bonds that were created, whether by 
blood or personal associations as a result of the union between the 
two peoples, constitute a valuable reservoir of goodwill that needs 
to be tapped and put into positive use in furtherance of the mutual 
benefits for both rides. The exploration and exploitation of the 
fruits of the Jordanian-Palestmian relationship is all the more 
argent and necessary in view of the observation that the “divorce” 
between them has brought about some iH-fadings, suspicions and 
mistrust that have surfaced more vividly during thi$ pre-election 
period. It is incumbent, now more fo"" ever, on the positive 
developments that ensued from the union between the two 
peoples to make themselves more felt and appreciated in order to 
stem the negative consequences of die dissolution of that union. 
The two parties owe tins at least to their “children” if not to 
themselves. After all, these “children” could always offer the 
bridge between the two sides with a view to promoting futuristic 
accommodation and reconciliation. 


West German submarines for Israel? 


TWO WEST German shipyards 
at the centre of a scandal over the 
supply of submarine technology 
to South Africa are in line for a 
$567 milli on contract, financed by 
the United States, to build sub- 
marines for Israel, despite an 
official German ban on the supp- 
ly of war materials to areas of 
tension. 

The two 1,550 tonne Dotpttin- 
dass, diesel-powered submarines 
will be built by a consortium of 
Howaldstwerke-Deutscheswerft 
(HDW) of Kiel and Thyssen 
Noidseewerke of Emden. The 
first mil be delivered in about 
five years, and the second within 
six years. “The exact divirion of 
work between the two companies 
has yet to be finalised,'’ said a 
Thyssen spokesman. 

The vessels will be financed by 
the U.S. government, under its 
militar y aid programme to the 
Israelis. The regulations gov- 
erning U.S. foreign aid, however, 
stipulate that equipment must 
originate with American com- 
panies. But the Americans long 
ago abandoned conventional, as 
opposed to nuclear, submarine 
design, and no U.S. shipyard was 
in a position to tender for the 
Israeli contract. 

To allow Israel to benefit from 
U.S. financing, the Israeli sub- 
marine order will officially be 
held by the Pascagoula, Mississi- 
pi-based Ingalls Shipbuilding Di- 
vision of the U.S. conglomerate 
Litton Industries. This is despite 
the fact that Ingalls, although a 
major naval shipyard, has never 
built a submarine of any type. 


order. 

The Israeli submarines form 
part of a $1.2 billion Israeli naval 
p r ocurem ent package agreed last 
year, and which also indnded the 
Sa’ar 5 mfaalg boats under con- 
struction by Ingalls. The West 
German submarine consortium 
had been in competition with 
Argentina, which had offered 
Israel two of its TR 1700 type 
submarines. The Latin state has 
two TR 17005 built by Thyssen, 
and four others are under con- 
struction in Buenos Aires. In 

r ‘ ig, however, brad rejected 
Argentine bid. 

In West Germany, HDW and 
Thyssen Noidseewerke are pre- 
sently at the centre of a scandal 
involving their alleged involve- 
ment in a South African sub- 


marine construction programme. 
In 1984, apparently with the 
approval of die Bonn govern- 
ment, HDW’ sold submarine 
blueprints to South Africa, in 
possible violation of the United 
Nations arms embargo on the 
apartheid state. The govern m ent 

hiK riitimM that thi» pjag ) nrigi - 

naHy drawn up for India, were 
insufficient to enable the Sooth 
Africans to start a betiding prog- 
ramme. Now, however, German 


submarine engineers have 
claimed that the first submarine is 


under construction in South Afri- 
ca, with die active assistance of 
HDW. 


The Cologne television prog- 
ramme Monitor says that it has an 
affidavit alleging Thyssen NbnJ- 


acew er k e was also involved, and. 
press reports have implicated a 
third c o m p a ny , Ingemeor-Kon- 
tors Lubeck. The London Guar- 
dian has described a letter from a 
South African official to the latter 
f i r m «i uu»j j in g a strategy for 
keeping the deal secret. On the 
one hand, said the letter, certain 
shonld 

be kept informed, while on the 
other, “by a p rocess of subtle 
re lease of disinformation the im- 
pression most be created that the 
bu3d phase of tins programme 
has been mdefinilely postponed.” 
Despite the new claims to the 
contrary, Pretoria continues to 
Haim that it ha<i planned to use 
HOW’S doc uments to build sob- 
marines, but that the project has 
been postponed — CAABU. 


Mujahedeen’s failure is 
frustration for Pakistan 


By Oliver .Wates 

Reuter 


Ingalls, which is already work- 
ing on an Israeli order to supply 
three Sa’ar 5 type missile boats, 
will sub-contract the work to the 
German consortium. This 
arrangement, while enabling the 
U.S. to finance the vessels, also 
means that the German com- 
panies, on paper at least, will be 
supplying the vessels to the Un- 
ite! States, rather than Israel, 
and will therefore avoid violating 
German export laws. 

“The contract has been dose to 
finalisation for some months,” 
said the Thyssen spokesman, 
although he added: “It is not yet 
certain that it will come to frui- 
tion.” Last month, however, the 
Israeli navy commander, MScha 
Ram, indicated that Tel Aviv had 
made a firm decision to place the 


ISLAMABAD — These are frus- 
trating times for the Pakistani 
government's Afghan policy- 
makers. 

As the fighting season slips 
away into winter, prospects are 
fading that Mujabedeen guerril- 
las Pakistan has backed for a 
decade can win a significant vic- 
tory before the snows fall. 

While President Najibullah’s 
Kabul government refuses to 
crack, the rebels' rival Afghan 
Interim Government (AIG) 
shows no signs of overcoming its 
divisions and incompetence. 

Internationa/ interest in Afgha- 
nistan is waning. The issue 
scarcely featured at last week's 
U.S.-Soviet talks in Wyoming. 


diplomats — the - return the 
exiled former king, Tahir Shah. 

“The AIG has got to succeed 
— if they don't, then we don’t 
know what wQ happen,” a senior 
Pakistani official said. 

Pakistan’s frustration is all 
the grater since just months ago 
its allies seemed poised for vic- 
tory after the departure of the last 
Soviet troops from its neighbour. 

Since then rebel reverses in the 
field and Moscow's unwavering 
support for Najibnllab have 
drawn a more realistic tone from 
officials in Islamabad. 

“Militarily it is extremely un- 
likely that Kabul will fall.” one 
official said. 

A realistic objective would be a 
joint government in which Pakis- 
tan's friends have a reasonable 
share. 


Mojadidi left on Friday for 
Tehran iri-a new attempt to per- 
suade Iran-based Shi'ite Muslim 
Mujabedeen to join the mam 
alliance based in Pakistan. 

Pakistani officials said it was 
also essential to win the support 
of Zahir Shah, who ruled for 40 
years until his overthrow in 1973, 
for the AIG. A U.S. diplomat 
visited him in his Rome exile this 
month but failed to gain his 
backing. 

Pakistan feels die AIG, with 
Zahir Shah and the minority 
Sfaj’ites behind it, could exert real 
pressure on Kabul. 

It is not yet ready to accept the 
long as a neutral arbiter between 
the Mujahedeen and Najibullah’s 


People's Democratic Party 
(PD PA). Prime Minister Benazir 


Pakistani officials see no 
alternative to continued support 
for the AIG, which has publicly 
rejected all talk of compromise 
with the Soviet-backed regime in 
Kabul. 

For Islamabad, dropping the 
Mujahedeen is unthinkable both 
politically and practically. Pakis- 
tan also rejects the other peace 
option most often raised among 


For the time being Pakistan 
and its U.S. allies are happy to 
pursue the military option — 
supplying arms to enable the Mu- 
jahedeen to fight on — at least 
until the winter. 

They are trying Co force the 
AIG to stop its internal bickering 
and embrace other Afghan 
forces. 

AIG President Sibghatullah 


(PDPA). Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto last week described such a 
role for Zahir Shah as “premia- 
tore. 
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By WakedSadi 


what propels one to think in these tenns-is tte_growing call on 
Jordanians of Palestinian origin to refrain from seekmg tootnany 
seats in the new partiament fest it be mterpreted once again as a 
Jordanian-Palestmian legislature and thus rcmttod uce. ffi ejto- 
caEed Jordanian option to the Middle. East peace process. The 
supporters of such a plea base their atgument.on wrfact ojtije 
^urorce” that was declared between the East and We& Banksof 
the Kingdom which they maintain, and correctly so, was first and 
foremost motivated by the firm verdict to efiminate OMe and for 
all the Jor dan ian option and to elevate the role of the PLO to the 
forefront of the struggle to resolve the Palestinian dimension of 
the broad Arab-Israeli conflict. . - 

In the heated debates that developed over suchrositions during 
these pre-election days, other arguments ensued touchfog upon 
contemporary construction of ci tizens h i p rights a nd dut ies and 
how to reconcile what appears to be contradictory aspiration s and 
objectives. That is why the country and fts-people need to draft 
the “offsprings” of the marriage between the two banks to play 
their pivotal role to heal the wounds that were created and are still 
being created. The Jordanian electorates are already too efivided 
on religions and ethnic basis de jure and de facto. It w ould b e 
most unfortunate and dangerous if Jordanians are further 
factionahsed on other grounds as weiL We must all be wary erf the 
Lebanon syndrome before it creeps into our midst. . . 


Photographer 
remembers day 
China stood up 


By Jim Abrams 

The Associated Press 


PEKING — Hon Bo cried when 
she photographed Mao Tse-Tung 
declaring the founding of new 
China 40 years ago. 

“He represented the hopes and 
feelings of the Chinese people,” 


no one will insult us again.” 
Among the dignitaries on the 
rostrum were Zhu De, comman- 
der-in-chief of the Red Army; 
Soong Qring-Lmg, sister-in-law 
of rfriang Kai-Sbek and later 
vice-chairman of the Chinese par- 
liament; and Lin Shaoqi, the 
president-to-be who would be 
persecuted to death during the 


day of OcL. 1, 1949. . 

Hou, 67, and her photographer 
husband, Xu Xiaobing, ,73, 
joined the Communists in the 
caves of Yenan in the northwest 
and took thousands of pictures 
during the 1938-45 war against 
Japan and the 1945-49 dvfl war 
against Chiang Kai-Shek's 
Nationalists. 

’“We lived with the Red Army 
in Yenan. We fought against the 
Japanese. Then we went to 
Ti ananmen together. I ' was so 
moved that my eyes were filled 
with tears when I took those 
pictures,” Hou said. 

La January 1949, after the 
Communists peacefully captured 
Peking, then called Peiping, Hou 
was assigned as a photographer at 
the.'Commumst Party headquar- 


ters in the city. 

By orid-1949, the Communists 


had seized Nanjing, the National- 
ist capital, and Shanghai, and 
were swiftly moving southward. 
Oti Oct. 1, with Canton under 
siege and the Nationalists fleeing 
to Taiwan. Mao announced the 
founding of his new nation, the 


palace, was “very shabby” in 
1949, Hou said. There was no 
elevator to the rostrum, so the 
leaders scrambled up a steep 
stairway. 

T iananm en Square was about 
one-fourth the size ©f its current 
40 hectares and enclosed in a red 
wall. Residential houses crowded 
the space outside the square now 
occupied by two massive archety- 
pes of Socialist architecture, the 
Great Hall of die People and the 
History Museum. - / ~ 

Hou said the street in front of 
Tiananm en was far narrower than 
the 100-metre-wide Chang an 
Avenue of today , and it took well 
into foe evening before the total 
procession of 300,000 could pass 
by the rostrum and capture a 
glimpse of their new leaders. 

They included sokfiers riding 
horses, tanks and throngs of peo- 
ple singing revolutionary songs 
going back to the Red Army days 
m Yenan. One highlight was a 
flyover by Red Army pilots in 
American-made planes captured 
from the Nationalists. 


People’s Republic. 

Hou said Chou En-Lai, China’s 
much-admired premier, arrived 
first on die Tiananmen rostrum to 
assure that all the preparations 
were in order. 

It was 3 p.m. when Mao 
pushed a button to raise the 
national flag of five yellow stars 
on red, telling a crowd of 100,000 
that “the Chinese people have 
triumphed over their enemies, 
changed the face of their country 
and founded the People’s Repub- 
lic of China... The Chinese peo- 
ple, one-quarter of humanity, 
have stood up. ...from now on. 


Army chief General Mirza 
Aslam Beg revealed a shift of a 
emphasis, saying that with the" 
departure of Najibullah the AIG 
should talk to the PDPA. Pre- 
viously, that option was taboo. 

Pakistani officials are showing 
considerable impatience with the 
AIG. 


“The people did not want to 
leave. They chanted, ‘long livi 
Mao Tse-Tung, long live the 
Communist Party,” and Chair- 
man Mao shouted back ‘long live 
the people’ in a clear, resounding 
voice,” said Xu, who was 'shoot- 
ing a documentary that day. 

He sard the People’s Republic 
has fulfilled Mao’s goal of making 
China an independent, proud 


sion. But like other elderly re- ^ 
vohitionaries, he was stunned by ^ 
the student protests tins spring * 
and is concerned about the V 


Jordanian women move to break traditional, political barriers 


(Continued from page 1) 


which the country can tittle 
afford at this time. In fact the 
country's policies are beginning 
to veer in the other direction. 


‘We suffer the most’ 


“Women not only represent 
50 per cent of the Jordanian 
population but also the 50 per 
cent which, in harsh economic 
situations, suffer the most,” she 
asserted. 

Highlighting women’s “pre- 
carious position” in the work- 
force in which they account for 
approximately eight per cent, 
Nefaa said women were the 
first to be affected by unem- 
ployment. price rises and shor- 
tages whether at home or at 
work. 

Nefaa’s pointed reference 
was very sharp. With the eco- 
nomic slump of the 1980s when 
unemployment began to rise 
and wages to drop in real terms, 
there were voices that can still 
be heard today for women to 
return to the home and give 
more opportunity for men in 
the field. 


Sweeping demands 


The women's activist went 
much beyond the issue' of 
women, and tackled thorny 
political domains head on with 


a list of 23 demands, which 
included a call for lifting martial 
law, in force in Jordan since 
1967, and abolishing the ban on 
political parties. She also ques- 
tioned what she alleged were 
“arbitrary actions” by the 
security authorities in the area 
of issuance and confiscation of 
passports and issues related to 
civil service. Another demand 
was for the annulment of laws 
which she described as con- 
travening the provisions of the 
Jordanian Constitution as well 
as all others which were 
enacted in the absence of par- 
liament in the Kingdom. 

Nefaa emphasised the need 
for changes in the Kingdom's 
economic policies and outlined 
wbat amounted to be a plan for 
protectionism and self-reliance, 
on a pan-Arab level if not on a 
national level. She demanded 
that stringest measures be 
taken to punish “all those who 
are guilty of economic crimes 
against Jordan,” and called for 
measures to free the Kingdom 
from the "economic/political 
dependence on the World Bank 
and International Monetary 
Fund.” 

“The active participation of 
women in the workforce and 
political life is an essential ne- 
cessity towards achieving these 
ends," she argued. “We should 
stop hiring foreign labour and 
offer opportunities to unem- 


ployed Jordanian men and 
women. Then, may be, we wall 
get somewhere.” 

Khadre, a prominent human 
rights lawyer, also sounded a 
s imi lar note in her fiery, im- 
promptu speech when she com- 
pared women in the workforce 
to reserve units of the army. 
“When we need them, we call 
on their services but when the 
need lessens we put them bade 
in the barracks,” she (hew the 
parallel. 

According to Khadre, there 
cannot be any restrictions on 
freedoms granted by the Con- 
stitution. "They must be en- 
joyed so the citizen can enjoy 
his/her rights to vote and run 
for parliament,” she said. 
“These rights also include free- 
dom of expression, freedom of 
travel, freedom of the press and 
freedom of work, and they 
must be enjoyed by every 
Jordanian citizen re gardl ess of 
religious, ethnic or political 
affiliations,” she asserted. 

Nefaa and Khadre saw base 
freedoms as the catalyst to en- 
hancing the role of women in 
more pronounced tones than 
Sharaf and Hijazi who 
appeared to view them as a 
separate issues, exclusive of 
each other. 


agreed that political awareness 
was low among female voters in 
Jordan, they disagreed on how 
such a situation came into being 
in the Kingdom. 

Nefaa and Khadre credit 
the situation to the state of 
martial law, which effectively 
froze the constitution since its 
imposition. The lack of political 
life in the country, absence of 
political parties and unions and 
curbs on freedom of express- 
ion, induding a restricted press, 
have resulted in a low level of 
awareness among the electo- 
rate, especially among women 
who also face other traditional 
barriers such as difficulties in 
meeting the candidates, accord- 
ing to the school of drinking 
entertained by the lawyer and 
die activist. 

“How can the voter, espe- 
cially women, hope to partici- 
pate when they effectively have 
been shielded from political life 
and parties?” asked Khadre. 
“When you are made afraid of 
expressing your opinion be- 
cause of punishment Such as & 
travel ban, you are less likely to 
take an active interest in poli- 
tics,” she asserted. 


‘How to choose your deputy* 


Political awareness 


While all the four panelists 


So under these grim condi- 
tions how does the Jordanian 
woman choose a candidate who 
can and will address the special 


facing her? 

In Sharaf s opinion, a woman 
voter must choose a woman 
candidate to represent her 
voice in Parliament. Hijazi, on 
the other hand, favours voting 
for the best candidate, whether 
male or female, who can 
address the numerous inequali- 
ties' against women ingrained in 
the laws themselves. 

According to Nefaa, “the 
right candidate is the one who 
will secure out rights as 
citizens, who will do his/her 
best to bring about an end to 
martial law, and who will 
actively try to introduce and 
enforce legislation against, in- 
fringements on our personal 
rights.” 

“The right candidate,” she 
added forcefully, “is the one 
who will implement the provi- 
sions of the Constitution a nd 
make the necessary amend- 
ments to ensure the country’s 
welfare in aO areas.” 

Nefaa and Khadre want the 
best cantfid&te but not one who 
is only concerned with women’s 
rights but one who is capable of 
"honestly” dealing with the 
country’s problems which also 
have a great impact on women. 

While there is a general con- 
sensus that women should 
actively participate in elections, 
reality dictates otherwise. A 
formidable task awaits any 
candidate concerned with 


women’s right and problems, 
especially when it comes to 
legislation. 

Certain provisions of present 
laws are seen by many women 
as hindering their progress and 
advancement in the society. 
One of such legislation is the 
condition that a married 
woman has to have her bus- 
band’s permission to obtain a 


“Do you know how demean- 
ing that is?” asked a woman in 
the audience. 

Similarly, the laws governing 
“crimes of passion,” many 
argue, are definitely slanted in 
the man’s favour. “Do you 
-know that I have to get my 


father’s permission to get mar- 
ried if it is the first time?” asked 


another voice from the autfi- 
ence. Of course, the status quo 
iS satisfactory to man y. 

Even if these laws were to be 
scrapped tomorrow, social 
equality seems to be . even a 
more formidable goal to attain 
if only because of the centuries- 
old constraints imposed , by the 
society. Women in Jordan have 
certainly come a long way since 
that fateful day in 1957 in a 
downtown cinema*. bat. they 
certainly have a very long trek 
ahead. But, as itentereed from 
last week’s debate, they, are 
braced for a battle : and have 
already taken the'firststep into 
the battlefield. v . 
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Chinese sculptor carves his way to Europe 


Magnetic Resonance Imaging: A General Electric machine probes the depths of the body. 

A new dimension to medicine 

By Phflfippa Neave Another extremely useful fea- is done — and the chances of eration between the 3 


PARIS — An unprecedented 
look into the depths of the body, 
not only to scan details of the 
anatomy but also to see a heart 
beating or blood circulating 
through the brain: Tbat is the 
promise of a revolutionary new 
technology called Magnetic Reso- 
nance Imaging OT MRI. 

The MRI machin e looks like a 
metal doughnut, almost 4 metres 
tall and with a circular opening 
almost 1 metre in diameter, 
through which a patient is slid on 
a horizontal bed. The long tunnel 
is connected to a series of compu- 
ters and video monitors that allow 
doctors and to ex- 

amine and process the data 
obtained as the patient’s entire 
body is - scanned. The difference 
between the MRI technology and 
conventional types of scanners is 
that MRI does not use X-rays, 
which can have harmful side 
effects if the procedure is repe- 
ated too often. 

. In effect, the' MRI tunnel is an 
extremely powerful magnet that 
creates a magnetic field around 
the patient. “The enormous 
advantage of MRI is that it is 
painless, non-iuvasive, totally 
harmless and at the same tmi p- 
extremely precise,” said, Jean 
Beane t, chief of the radiology 
Department at the prestigious Ame- 
rican Hospital in Paris. The hospit- 
al recently acquired a state-of-the- 
art MRI teuton, manufactured by . 
General Electric. The equipment 
includes a 20-tonne magnet of 1.5 
T (Tesla: the measure of magne- 
tic power), an imusually high 
capacity considering that most 
MRI equipment currently in use 
has magnets of 0.3, 0.5 or 0.8 T. 

When the probe starts, the 
magnetic field around the patient 
activates the hydrogen atoms that 
are contained in practically every 
cell of the human body, causing 
the atoms to align themselves. 
The machine then emits a radio 
signal that upsets the pattern of 
the atoms. When the signal is 
stopped, the atoms realign them- 
selves, and in doing so release a 
■email amount of electrical energy. 
This creates a signal that is picked 
up by sensors in the MRI 
machine, whose powerful compu- 
ters can process millions of bits of 
information within seconds, pro- 
ducing a remarkably dear and 
precise image on a television 
screen. 

“What is revolutionary about' 
MRI is that it can produce cross- 
sections of organs and parts of the 
body in every direction, while 
(conventional) scanners only pro- 
duce vertical cross-sections,” the 
65-year-old Benner explained, 
MRI enables doctors to look at 
an imag e of the heart,, brain or 
liver from every angle as if toey 
could run a probe throughout the 
body. Equally revolutionary is 
the feet that MRI can produce 


as muscle, tumors, nerves, ten- 
dons and arteries, which is im- 
possible to obtain with a scanner 
or X-rays, these technologies 
being unable to distinguish die. 
density of muscle and nerves, for 
example. 

But MRI requires very specific 
installation. Explained GuyDe- 
lalande, 43, a radiologist and' 
MRI specialist at the American 
Hospital, “The whole room has 
to be enclosed in a hermetic 
copper cage which i solates the 
machine completely from any- 
thing that might interfere with the 

magnetic field.” In addition, the 
magnetic activity generates a lot 
of heat, so the whole apparatus 
must be continually cooled with a 
system 'using liquid helium. 

Almost anyone can have an 
MRT scanning, except patients 
with pacemakers or permanently 
im plant ed pins of the 

kind used to repair severe bone . 
fractures. “An MRI examination, 
can take* anywhere from 15 mi- 
nutes to one hour or more, so 
people cannot be claustropho- 
bic, Dclalande said. Patients 
must remains immo bile, which is 
why children are usually sedated ■ 
before the procedure starts. 


Another extremely useful fea- 
ture of MRI is that unlike any 
other machine, it can produce an 
animated image, like a video of 
what is going on inside the body. 
This is particularly valuable in 
cardiovascular medicine because 
every part of the heart can be 
seen at work — or malfunctioning 
— as the heart beats. Said MRI 
radiologist and heart specialist 
EBe Monsscanx: “We can get an 
extremely clear cross-section 
view of how fast blood is flowing 
through the arteries and cavities 
of the heart. This is inconceivable 
without MRI. For that sort of 
test, we used to have to insert 
tubes into people’s hearts or inject 
dyes that would show up on 
X-rays. Also for the first time, we 
can measure very precisely the 
size of the heart, which is very 
important.” 

Added Dclalande, “we can re- 
cord all this on video tapes and 
send these to the patient’s 
surgeon or researchers who are 
not there when we do the 
testing.” 

According to the radiologist, 
MRI is particularly Valuable 
where the nervous system, the 
brain and bone marrow are con- 
cerned. “Until now, we had no 
way of seeing dearly any of these, 

, now we can get imagesL-ofspeor 
tacular clarity,” he sakL “We can 
see bone marrow perfectly and 
distinguish between the grey and 
white matter in the brain.” 

The MRI machine’s computers 
store information on a hard disk 
from which it can put on tapes to 
be re-examined. More asto- 
nishing still is. what technicians 
can do while the examination is 
going on: They can enlarge or 
reduce images on the television 
monitors, as well as slow down or 
speed up the filmed motion. At 
the press of a button they can 
obtain a film transparency of the 
image or series of images that 
appear on the screen. The trans- 
parencies look just like conven- 
tional X-ray images but can be 
produced in a mere two minutes. 
The installatio n at the American 
Hospital has two computer;:', ter- 
minals, one to set the parameters 
of an examination and actually 
control the process, the other to 
work on previous data. 

Interpreting images 

Special training is required for 
tednridans, who must learn how 
to operate specific computer * 
programmes, and for radiolog- 
ists. “We are still at the stage where 
we are learning to interpret the 
images. We compare them to ! 
other methods of diagnosis and 
try to reach the best diagnosis by 
doing the fewest possible tests,” 
said Delalande, who has been a 
radiologist for 15 years. He admits 
that with the development of 
MRI and other new technologies, 
about 30 or 40 per cent of the 
information he learned just over 
a decade ago is now obsolete. 

MRI is not a replacement, 
however, for all earlier technolo- 
gies, he noted. Conventional X- 
rays are more suitable for certain 
types of CTarninations, in particu- 
lar those of the hmg. “A patient 
cannot stop lung movement com- 
pletely for the 18 or so seconds it 
would take to get an MRI pic- 
ture,” Delalande said. “X-rays 
are also the best way of diagnos- 
ing a bone fracture. X-rays will 
continue to occupy one third of 
the radiology field, and (conven- 
tional) scanners also remain ex- 
tremely valuable.” ■ 

Chances of recovery 

Added his colleague Mous- 
seaux, 31, who has been working 
with MRI for four years: “MRI is 
really a complement to other 
methods of diagnosis and is ex- 
tremely effective in certain fields. 
In neurology, MRI enables us to 
detect certain ailments up to a 
year or more before any symp- 
toms have appeared. Certain 
neurological defects or diseases 
run in toe family and were long 
considered unbeatable (by . the 
time they were tfiagnosed). Now 
we can start treatments at a very 
early stage — before the damage 


is done — and the chances of 
recovery are for greater.” 

Although the MRI tests are 
painless, some patients find tire 
process intimidating and tend to 
associate scans with very serious 
illnesses. “It is important to stress 
that MRI examinations are not 
used only in serious cases. For 
eumple, it is toe best way of 
diagnosing knee injuries,” De- 
lalande pointed out. Said a young 
woman who had volunteered to 
undergo a head scan as a demon- 
stration: “I didn’t feel anything at 
all, it was just rather noisy — tike 
hundreds of little hammers bang- 
ing around me.” 

The future of MRI technology 
K wide open, and many who work 
in die field believe that they have 
entered a new world. “It is terr- 
ibly exciting to be working in a 
field that didn't even exist 10 
years ago. We feel we are only at 
the beginning and that it is up to 
us to make this technology 
evolve,” Mousseaux said. The 
principle of magnetic resonance 
was fust formulated in 1942, but 
the idea of using the Ledmology 
tc produce images didn't develop 
until 1972. The first machines 
went into operation in the earfy 
1980s, but with about 600 
machines being used in America 
and.^itoFrance, the techqplogy, 
is still in what experts call, “the . 
infant stage.” The future of MRI, 
one of the fastest-growing areas of 
medical technology, depends not 
on refining' the equipment itself 
but on the programmes that can 
be written for the computers. 

A key point for MRI research 
and development activities is 
General Electric’s CfinkaJ Eva- 
luation Centre in Buc, a town 
some 20 kilometres outside Paris. 
In a major deal two years ago. 
General Electric took over much 
of the Buc centre, which had 
been built by the French com- 
pany Thomson-Com panic Gener- 
ate de Radiologie in 1984. 

“General Electric decided to 
develop and expand the Buc cen- 
tre as part of its plan to increase 
its share in the French and Euro- 
pean market,” explained Simon 
Duquesne, head of GE’s Paris- 
area operations. GE, which em- 
ploys 3,000 people in the Buc 
centre and two factories in the 
Fans area, controls 60 per cent of 
the market for MRI technology in 
France. Its main competitors are 
the German manufacturer Sie- 
mens arid the Dutch Philips con- 
glomerate. 

According to Duquesne, coop- 


eration between the 30 or so 
French and American scientists at 
Bnc is the source of major prog- 
ress in the development of MRI 
technology. The scientists submit 
their test results and recom- 
mendations to GE, which for- 
wards the information to its U.S. 
headquarters in Milwaukee, Wis- 
consin. There the data is used to 
develop new technology. Ia all, 
GE has 400 scientists and techni- 
cians working on research and 
development in the X-ray and 
MRI fields. 

The company manufactures ab- 
out 100 machines annually, most- 
ly in the United States but also in 
Japan. Several factors may slow 
the initial boom, however. In 
France, special ministerial au- 
thorisation is required for hospit- 
als and dimes wishing to acquire 
MRI equipment, because of gov- 
ernment regulations restricting 
the geographical distribution of 
major medical facilities. 

Another factor sure to affect 
toe growth of the MRI market is 
the high cost of the equipment, 
which offers relatively low re- 
turns. A top-of-the-tine model 
such as the SIGNA 1.5 T., which 
has been in operation since early 
June at the American Hospital, 
costs about $3_5 million, accord- 
ing .to .Victor Dial, chairman of 
the board of governors of the 
hospital. “The installations re- 
quired are colossal. It took us 
nine months and 59 tonnes of 
plate to build the special under- 
ground room to isolate the 
machine,” he added. 

“This is die biggest possible 
investment in medical hard- 
ware,” he said. ‘Tc a way, it is 
kind of scary; for that price a few 
yean ago, yon could build a small 
hospital.” The American Hospit- 
al, a non-profit organisation, fi- 
nanced the purchase by obtaining 
a bank loan and soliciting what 
Dial described as “special gifts.” 
“We are still sotidtmg gifts,” he 
noted. 

An examination costs FF 3,000 
($500) regardless of how long it 
takes. “Our MRI will be a busy 
machine, we plan to keep it work- 
ing on Saturdays and Sundays, 
starting in the wee hours of the 
morning,” Dial said. Plans are to 
examine between' 10 and 15 pa- 
tients a day. 

The American Hospital is also 
m ak in g its equipment available at 
no charge to two French teams 
involved in analysing the chemic- 
al composition of the body’s 
organs — World News Link. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Cirde. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School " 

Take away tx available 
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p.m. 
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Tel. 638968 


By Guy Dinmore 
Reuters 

PEKING — China’s artists have 
a hard time making ends meet but 
if there was a “selling refrigera- 


tors to Eskimos Award”, Ye Shu- 
guang would be a top contender. 

Past toe sprawling capital iron 
and steel works and just before 
the fragrant hills rise out of the 
flatlands of Peking, Ye is building 
a castle-like residence where he is 
modelling himself after a renaiss- 
ance art master. 

Inside, trucks deliver boulders 
from which this 34-year-old sculp- 
tor and his 50 apprentices hope to 
build fame and fortune — by 
selling European statues to 
Europe. 

Ye’s figures in white and black 
marble stand, lie and crouch 


around the “castle” grounds — 
abstract shapes, imperial lions, 
traditional Chinese deities and, 
looking over them all, a copy of 
the Venus de Milo. 

Zyes , European companies 
are very keen. They’ve ordered 
quite a few,” said Ye, stroking 
toe bead of his copy of toe classic- 
al Greek beauty. 

A Belgian firm has ordered 100 
statues — both Western Gassical 
and traditional Oriental — and he 
hopes a Spanish firm will sign a 
contract soon. 

Ye has been in business for 
only six months. 

Unhappy with his treatment at 
the Tianjin art institute where he 
was a teacher but felt bis promo- 
tion hindered, be left to be inde- 
pendent. 

Ye borrowed $135,000 from 


banks, using farmland on the 
Western outskirts leased by a 
rural collective as security. He 
has hired 50 young men and 
women and is teaching them the 
art of sculpture — from sketches 
in studios to outdoors where they 
chip and chisel statues for export. 

Their workmanship is inexpen- 
sive and quality almost as good as 
abroad. Ye said. For a 1.3-metre 
Venus de Milo, taking 50 days to 
make, he earns 3,500 yuan (950 
dollars). 

Business is not straightforward 
in China. The foreign trade 
ministry introduced toe Belgian 
and Spanish companies to Ye. It 
also sets toe price for his statues 
and pockets toe takings. 

Instead of francs and pesetas 
which could be used to buy scarce 
goods. Ye is given Grinese yuan. 


which cannot. 

“They limit your profits to 20 
per cent. They calculate every- 
thing. They know everything — 
our wages and investment, every- 
thing," Ye said with a smile. 

“All we get is yuan," he said 
laughing. “Their profits are a 
secret." 

To escape this state-controlled 
network. Ye and his partners are 
looking for a foreign firm to set 
up a jiont venture which would 
allow them to trade directly with 
toe outside world. 

Unlike many Chinese artists 
who have left their homeland to 
develop their talents, Ye decided 
to stay. His first love is not 
copying Chinese or Western das- 
sics but creating his own abstract 
work which, for toe moment, he 
is reluctant to sell. 
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CHINESE 
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Estate, near Kilo 
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Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
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Come and taste our 
specialities 
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Seminar on housing and development opens 


Jordan needs 25,000 housing 
units annually, Khatibsays 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan is in need of 25,000 
housing units annually , something which wOl cost 
the country nearly JD 250 million or 12.5 per cent of 
the total national income, Minister of Energy and 
Acting Minister of Public Works and Housing 
Hisham A1 Khatib.said Sunday. 


“Indeed, the boosing sector in 
Jordan accounted for the greater 
portion of investments in the 
country's development plans; and 
in the 1976-1980 plan, it acquired 
nearly 21 per cent of the total 
investments," the minister said in 
a statement at the opening of a 
seminar on housing and develop- 
ment. 

A total of 11 Arab countries* 
are represented at the three-day 
conference which has been orga- 
nised by the United Nations Cen- 
tre for Human Settlements 
(UNCHS) in cooperation with 
die Housing Corporation. 


'The main aim of Jordan’s 
national housing strategy is to 
find decent homes for Jordanian 
citizens within acceptable en- 
vironmental conditions and for 
this reason, the housing sector in 
the country is continually 
shouldering increasing burdens 
represented in the construction 
ana maintenance of homes and 
providing the essential infrastruc- 
ture for housing projects," the 
minister noted. 

Khatib called for measures to 
be taken to help Jordan use budd- 
ing materials at lower cost. 

He said that the national budd- 


ing code, which was recently en- 
dowed by die government, takes 
into consideration new trends and 

lechniqnag in building homes. 

Housing Corporation Director 
General Yousef Hiyasat outlined 
to the meeting the main features 
of die national housing strategy. 

He said the plan envisages new 
financial sources, increasing sav- 
ings by individuals to help carry 
out projects, mtrodadng new sets 
of specifications and new building 
materials, as well as making 
arrangements to meet the desires 
for different types of homes espe- 
cially for the limited income 
groups. 


mobdisatkm of efforts and re* 
sources at the national and re- 
gional levels can be made. 

Working papers to be discossed 
by foe delegates deal with boos- 
ing in general, bousing in relation 
with development, modem 
trends in providing homes, as 
well as case stndies from Iraq and 
Morocco. 


The first porting paper pre- 
later i 


came 


UNCHS Regional Director Ali 
Chabbo told the meeting that the 
organisation is striving to attain 
the objective of finding homes for 
every citizen by the 2000. 

But, he said, "this target can- 
not be met unless appropriate 


-seated by Hiyasat 
under discussion. 

The paper outlined the criteria 
for housing and the aim* of the 
national strategy as well as the 
development of bousing projects 
in the Kingdoqi. 

The conference coincides with 
Jordan’s celebrations of the Arab 
Housing Day and Internati onal 
Housing Day. Representatives of 
regional and international orga- 
nisations attended the opening 
session. 


Memo recommends Jordan-ltaly accord 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Industry and Trade has 
referred to the Cabinet a memorandum recommending that Italy 
and Jordan sign an agreement on economic and technical 
cooperation. The government is to set up a joint committee to 
follow up a study on projected schemes that can be launched 
jointly by the two countries in Jordan prior to concluding the 
agreement. 


‘Global temperature 
has damaged future 
development prospects’ 


LONDON (R) — World temper- 
atures and sea levels will rise 
sharply in the next few decades, 
placing low-lying countries at se- 
vere risk from flooding and other 
natural disasters, a Common- 
wealth report has said. 

The report, to be submitted to 
next month’s summit of the 49- 
nation group in Malaysia, said 
climate changes due to global 
wanning were caused by man. 
and damaged future development 
prospects. 

It said there was a scientific 
consensus that the world's mean 
surface temperature, which has 
risen 0.5 degrees Centigrade (one 
degree Fahrenheit) in the past 
century, would go up by at least 
1-2 degrees Centigrade (2-4 de- 
grees Fahrenheit) in the next 40 
years. 

"By 2030 the Earth is likely to 
be warmer than at any time in the 
past 120,000 years," the report 
noted. "One of the consequences 
of global warming would be the 
expansion of the oceans and some 
melting of ice caps and glaciers." 
it added. 

It said a scientific "best guess" 
figure was that sea level, which 
has gone up 10-15- centimetres 
(four to six inches) over the last 
100 years, would rise a further 
17-26 cm (seven to 10 inches) by 
2030. 

"Sea level rise could have far 
reaching social and economic 
effects on low lying coastal areas, 
as in Guyana, Bangladesh, the 
Maldives, Kiribati, Tuvalu and 
other Commonwealth countries," 
"the report added. 

A said a one metre sea level 
rise would flood 15 per cent of 
Bangladesh, directly affecting 10 
million people. Bangladesh was 
hit by massive flooding, cyclones 
and tidal waves in 1987 and 1988, 
causing widespread death and 
destruction. 

Other effects would see wet 
areas becoming wetter, dry areas 
becoming drier and tropical 
storms increasing in intensity. 

The report, drawn up over the 


last two years by nine experts 
under the chairmanship of Martin 
Holdgate, head of the Interna- 
tional Union for the Conserva- 
tion of Nature, said the burning 
of fossil fuel was the major reason 
for the build-up of greenhouse 
gases, particularly carbon 
dioxide. 

“Human activities are un- 
doubtedly altering the chemical 
composition of the atmosphere," 
it said. "Greenhouse gas emis- 
sions.... in the atmosphere have 
increased considerably in recent 
decades, in parallel with the rapid 
expansion of the world eco- 
nomy.” 

Incessant expansion of human- 
ity’s consumption of natural re- 
sources, and the rapid growth of 
human population were also put- 
ting "unsustainable pressure" on 
tiie environment. 

"Climate change, caused by 
"greenhouse gas pollution”, is 
bound to make sustainable de- 
velopment more difficult," it 
said. 


The 100-page report said de- 
veloping countries such as the 
poorer Commonwealth members 
are the most vulnerable, as their 
economies are more dependent 
on agriculture and natural re- 
sources. 

But developing countries need 
to grow rapidly to reduce poverty 
and could not be expected to curb 
that growth to alleviate a global 
.problem they have done little to 
‘create, it said. 

Calling for greater cooperation 
in international monitoring, re- 
search and evaluation of climate 
change, it predicted that the bur- 
den of measures to reduce emis- 
sions would fall overwhelmingly 
on the developed world. 

But it added that even when 
emissions were curbed, and gas 
concentrations in the atmosphere 
stabilised, other factors such as 
beat storage in the oceans meant 
"the Earth will continue to warm 
and the seas to rise for some 
decades." 


Lufthansa to raise basic 
capital by DM304 million 


UrfMAN (J.T.) — Lufthansa, 
he West German airlines, is to 
acrease its basic capital by 
)M304 million to DM1.520 bil- 
ion, via an . issue of common 

hares. 

The decision by the executive 
ioard was readied in agreement 
nth the supervisory board. A 
apital increase of up to DM310 
afflion was approved at the com- 
pany’s annual general meeting in 
uly. 

The new shares, which for 1989 
ire fully entitled to profit sharing, 
re to be sold at DM 155 a piece, 
ftey will be offered to company 


shareholders at a ratio of 4: 1. The 
subeription period will be from 
Oct. 9 until Oct. 23, 1989. 

The share issue is aimed at 
increasing Lufthansa's own capit- 
al in preparation for the growth 
of commercial aviation that is 
expected for the 1990s. 


Because the federal govern- 
ment will not be participating in 
the capita] increased its bolding in 
the company wil drop to about 52 
per cent. Shares not to be purch- 
ased by the government will be 
placed outside the stock market 
by a group of domestic banks. 
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ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


Khatib to attend ACC meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources 
Hisham A1 Khatib is to take part in the first meeting of ministers 
of energy from The Arab Cooperation Council ACC countries. 
The meeting which will be held in Baghdad on Oct 7 is expected 
to discuss ways to promote ACC cooperation in energy-related 
fields. 


CBJ to meet market needs of dollars 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Central bank of Jordan Sunday issued a 
new memorandum, informing all banks and- licensed financial 
institutions drat it is ready to meet their needs for U.S. dollars at 
the price of 685 fils, provided that such banks and institutions will 
sell it for 690 fils and not to collect any commission. The new 
prices will be effective as of Monday, the CBJ memo noted. The 
bank's measures come in implementation of its policy, designed to 
stahiHsg the exchange rate of the Jordanian dinar and to enable 
the' bankers to meet the needs of their clients. (Petra) 


Kenya raises petrol prices 


NAIROBI (R) — Kenya, bit by fuel shortages caused by 
international ou companies demanding price increases, has raised 
retail prices of petrol and all petroleum products by between 12 
and 29 per cent. Energy Minister Nicholas Biwott told reporters 
the price rises took effect immediately. 


CEAU chief calls for 
marketing products 
from occupied lands 


AMMAN (Petra) — Council of 
Arab Economic Unity (CAEU) 
Secretary General Hassan Ibra- 
him Sunday called for giving 
priority to marketing the occu- 
pied Arab territories products. 

Addressing the CAEXTs com- 
mittee on customs, commerce 
planning and coordination 
affairs, Ibrahim said that the de- 
velopment of inter-Arab trade 
should receive due considera- ■ 


dons, because of its relevance to 
the various economic sectors and 
its positive effects on such sec- 
tors. 


The four-day meetings will dis- 
cuss customs and trade issues. 

Taking part in the meetings are 
representatives for Jordan, Un- 
ited Arab Emirates, Iraq, 
Kuwait, Palestine, Egypt, South 
Yemen, North Yemen and Libya. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 




HARRIS 



I’m starting to look old. I 
want you to give me a face 
transplant.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WOK) GAME 
• by Henri Arnold and Bob Lm 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one tatter to each square, to form 
four ordinary wonts. 
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^ ANY MAN WHO 
5.40UE5 WITH HIS 
WIFE ANPWINS — 


Now arrange the drdad tetter* to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon- 


Print an***!**,: QXEX3 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; BARGE AZURE DABBLE YELLOW 


Answer He wanted to become **^**fc*g 


ended up beoomhg this— A 
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ILO, Jordanian teams 
discuss unemployment 


AMMAN (J.T.) — - A visiting 
team from the - International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) Sun- 
day called at the Civil Service 
Commission (CSC) and discussed 
unemp loyment in Jordan. 

The team, which arrived here 
Friday, reviewed with Jordanian 
officials ways in which ILO can 
assist Jordan to deal with the 
problem of unemployment 
through integrated projects. 

A statement after the meeting 
reflected the ILO team’s views 
that one way of dealing with the 
issue lies in creating jobs for the 
unemployed in new agricultural, 
production and services projects 
in the K in gdo m. 

The ILO team recommended 
that vocational training courses 
be increased and its standard 

improved SO that nntinn nfc cajj 

replace non-Jordanian workers 


within a given time, and that 
double efforts should be made to 
raise the - standard of skilled 
Jordanian workers to help them 
find employment abroad. 

Labour Minister Jamal Bdour 
said in a statement last Sunday 
that at least nine per cent of the 
total. Jordanian workforce was 
now jobless and that 44,000 non- 


could be taken over by Jordanian 
jobseekers who include 20,000 
school graduates, and a similar 
number of college and university 
graduates. 

The minister made the state- 
ment at the opening of a seminar 
for a group of Labour Ministry 
inspectors charged with ensuring 
that the Ministry of Labour laws 
are being implemented at all fac- 
tories and various other businesses 
in the Kingdom. 


U.S. experts predict 
continued slow growth 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Many 
economists who were concerned 
earlier this year that a recession 
might be imminent are now pre- 
dicting the nation’s longest peace- 
time economic expansion will 
reach its seventh birthday in De- 
cember. 

"I think if we’re going to have a 
recession it probably won't start 
before then and I still think we 
will squeeze through 1990 with- 
out one,” said Lawrence 
Chimerine, senior economic 
adviser at the Wefa group in Bala 
Cynwyd, Pennsylvania, "But it' 
won’t be very buoyant growth." 

The economy has been growing 
steadily since November 1982 
when the nation came out of its 
last recession, but many thought 
it might be pushed into another 
downturn this year by the federal 
reserve’s efforts to slow inflation. 

Beginning in March 1988, the 
Fed, as the U.S. Central Bank is 
known, gradually tightened die 
nation’s credit supply. Its goal 
became known as the "soft-land- 
ing” — continued but slower eco- 
nomic growth to keep inflation- 
ary pressures in cfaedc. 

Analysts were watching Thurs- 
day’s release of the government’s 
index of bmrKng indicators, its 
chief economic forecasting gauge, 
for an indication of that growth in 
the months ahead. The index is 
designed to foretell economic 


activity for die next six to nine 
months. 

So far tins year, the leading 
indicators have bounced back and 
forth — up in January, April and 
July, unchanged in June, and 
down in February, March and 
May. 

In the past, three consecutive 
declines sometimes — but not 
always — have signaled a forth- 
coming recession. 

"This trendless result for 1989 
seeks consistent with the slow 
growth experience of the overall 
economy,” Ysabel Burns 
McAleer of the American Finan- 
cial Services Association said. 

Some economists, like David 
Jones of Aubrey G. Lanston and 
Co., a New York government 
securities dealer, try to avoid die 
"soft-landing” description. 

"The term is so overused that I 
bate to use it," Jones said. "In 
some sense, it’s not a landing 
story at afi. It’s an economy that’s 
mowing at lower altitude of GNP 
(gross national product) growth 
than we saw last year." 

The lower altitude is reflected 
in several recent reports by gov-_ 
eminent and private economists. 

The Fed’s latest survey of con- 
ditions around the country, for 
instance, found the economy con- 
tinuing to grow at the midpoint of 
the third quarter at a peace rang- 
ing from slow to moderate. 
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TOKYO (R) — Growing dis- 
dain for manual labour among 
upwardly mobile. Japanese' 
workers has rent companies 
scrambling to buy robots and 
other machines incapable of 
such snobbish sentiments. 

The manufacturing industry, 
the behind Japan’s 

economic miracle, is now fac- 
ing its most acute labour shor- 
tage since 1974, according to 
the Bank of Japan’s August 


report 

Weal 


Wealthy young Japanese are 
spurning the factory and 
assembly-line jobs at winch 
their parents excelled, and 
companies are snapping up 
robots and other sophisticated 
machines to take their place. 

The "robot rush” has be- 
come a major theme in the 
Tokyo Stock Market as 
analysts predict the labour 
shortage will continue for a 
long time. 

"If humans won’t get their 
hands dirty, then you have to 
buy robots or other machines,” 
said Mark Kopinski, analyst at 
Salomon Brothers Brokerage 
in Tokyo. 

Two major Japanese banks 
released reports this week 

Sa ying manu facturing company 

expenditure on machines in the 
year to March 31, 1990, is 
expected to grown sharply. 

The Industrial Bank of 
Japan, quoting 2,891 res- 
pondents to a survey, said 
capital spending by manufac- 
turing companies is likely to 
reach 7.15 trillion yen ($50 


billion) for foe year to March 
31, 1990, “ 


S 23.9 per cent from 
er. 

The Japan Development 
Rank predicted a simil ar in- 
crease. 

Such spending will hasten 
the ascent of foe robot apd 
swell the coffers of companies 
making them, analysts said. 

"There win be a lot of earn- 
ing surprises among com- 
panies that make high-technol- 
ogy machines and robots,” 
Kopinski said. 

Fanuc, Japan's biggest robot 
marker, predicts its sales erf the 
machine* will rise to 38.2 bil- 
lion yen ($270 million) in the 
year to March 31, 1990 from 
32~2 billion ($228 million) a 
year earlier. 


Unlike those in futuristic 
movies, few robots are made in 
the image of man. But many 
are capable of a wide range erf 
movements and ean be prog- 
rammed by a central computer 
drip**bram”to p erf orm Sever- 
al tasks. 

Robots move with a series of 
joints and pivots that some- 
times makes them resemble 
human limbs. Many, like the 
Fanuc robot Are Mate,' are 
endowed with laser "yttion”, 
which, enables them to detect 
some objects. 

One construction company, 
foe Ohbayashi Corporation, 
has developed a machine that 
hammers in steel gilders and 

aligns cross-beams with a mini- 
mum of human help. It slashes 
bunding time almost in half, 
foe company says. 

Smaller, - more esoteric 
aspects of robot culture are 
also in hot demand, especially 
numerical control systems that 
are the "brains” behind most 
factory automation, analysts 
said. 

“The nam e robot has started 
to have quite a wide applica- 
tion,” said Stephen' Marvin, 
analyst at Jardine Fleming 
Brokerage in Tokyo. "Some 
machines are called robots just 
because they have a computer 
drip control.” 

Analysts said manufacturing 
companies would suffer a 
labour shortage for the foisee- 
able future because the disin- 
clina tion of Japanese to do 
sweaty, strenuous work was 
likely to grow in step with their 
salaries. 

“I think this is a structural 
rhangft rather than, short-term 
one,” said Marvin. “And 
therefore the investment in 
robots, automated machines 
and their parts suppliers wOl 
continue.” 

The government appears to 
be working its way around to 
rejecting one possible solution 
to foe labour shortage: allow- 
ing an influx of cheap Asian 
workers. 

"It would be difficult to 
allow all these peoiple to come 
here to work because the 
Japanese people are afraid it 
wifl change society too quickly 
and lead toqtime,’’ said a 
Foreign Ministry official. 
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Rafsanjani promises better economic future 


NICOSIA , Cyprus (AP) — Ira- 
nian President Hashenri Rafsan- 
jani has called for an all-out drive 
to boost agricultural and indust- 
rial output and said his govern- 
ment wfll streamline foe country’s 
cumbersome bureaucracy. 

Rafsanjani promised his coun- 
trymen “you can rest assured that 
in two or three years your country 
will have a healthy economy.” 

Rafsan jam’s most pressing prob- 
Dem is to tackle spiralling inflation 
officially 23 per cent annually but 
unoffidally estimated at many 
times higher. That is compound- 
ed by a shortage of hard cash to 
fund a major post-war recon- 
struction drive. 

In the broadcast on Tehran 
Radio, monitored in Nicosia, 
Rafsanjani blamed the runaway 
inflation on insufficient domestic 
production in agriculture and in- 
dustry. 

"To alleviate these shortages,, 
we must use the full capacities? of 


existing factories,” Rafsanjani 
said. Factories are now operating 
at 30 to 40 per cent capacity. 

Long lines and empty shelves 
in the government-subsidised 
stores are evidence of the coun- 
try’s sluggish economy, which hit 
rock bottom during foe eight-year 
Gulf war that halted in August 
last year. 

Since the ceasefire, much of 
the up to $10 billion spent on the 
war has been diverted to reviving 
foe dormant economy. 

Rafsanjani, 55, leads foe so- 
called pragmatists whose first 


ment programme to w smo t a tt 
foe - private sector has been 
approved and will soon be im- 
plemented. 

■ Nevertheless, to alleviate acute 
food and consumer goods shor- 
tages the government set aside $6 
billion in bard currency to boost 
imports by 55 per cent in foe next 
six months. 


priority is to get the economy bade 
on its feet. He has been concen- 


Iran attained self-sufficiency in 
food due to foe agricultural re- 
forms of the deposed Shah 
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi. But 
under the Islamic government, 
foe country has become a net 
importer. 


hating on improving living stan- 
dards as fast as possible. 

Commodity shortages are com- 
pounded by a top-heavy, ineffi- 
cient bureaucracy. 

After the 1979 revolution, the 
Islamic government strangled 
what had been an efficient private 
sector. Rafsanjani said a govera- 


Tbe economy is racing to deal 
with problems caused by fast 
growth u> foe population, cur- 
rently 50 million. At the current 
annual erowfo of 3.7 oer cent, 
that will have doubled by 2010. 

To finance imports needed to 
feed the grouting population, Ira- 
nian leaders have planned mas- 


sive investments in the oil and 
gas- related industries in order to 
boost production. 

About $2 trillion has been in- 
vested in the petroleum industry 
this year alone. 

Currently, many imported con- 
sumer goods paid for with pre- 
cious foreign exchange find their 
way into a flourishing black mar- 
ket, or ‘‘free market,” where they 
are sold for more than 10 times 
the official price. 

Rafsanjani has indicated the 
government may use the private 
sector as a source of capital by 
selling off some nationalised in- 
dustries. 




j: z m . 


He said Friday that export reg- 
ulations must be streamlined. 

"Byt the time a poor merchant 
can get through the red tape and 
finally put his goods on an out- 
bound ship, half his products 
perish, Rafsanjani said. "What 
kind of administration is this?” 
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Flare-throwers 

flares in Plavbo 


SAO PAULO, Brazil (AP) — 
Rosemary MeloNasdmento, the 
yonng woman who hnni^ a 
signal flare onto the field during a 
World Cup qualifying ma tch be- 
tween Brazil and Chile, will 
appear nude in the Br azilian edi- 
of Playboy magaz in e. 

Bight colour photographs of 
Ms. Nasdmento win appear in a 
10-page photo essay ttutt will hit 
tihe news stands in mid-Novem- 
b cr, m anaging editor Carlos 
Maumhao told the Associated 
Press fay phone. 

Mis. .Nasdmento will also 
appear on the issue’s cover, he 
added. 

The photo sessions took two 
days ana were held in Sao Paulo. 

“Playboy, out of respect for its 
readers is always on title look out 
for pretty and famous women and 
no one can deny that Rosemary 
fits this description,'’ Maranhao 
said. 

Robson hil 
hooligans 

LONDON (R) — England soccer 
manager Bobby Robson said 
Saturday his team’s build-up to 
the World Cop finals in Italy next 
year had been damaged by trou- 
Ue-making fans. 

In a television interview, Rob- 
son said he bitterly regretted that 
England’s friendly against the 
Netherlands in December had 
been called off because of fears of 
clashes between rival fans. 

“It would have been a marvel- 
lous match and one we needed to 
play,” said Robson. “We need to 
take on the best countries in the 
worid. 


out at 


“The behaviour of some fans is 
abysmal and it is stopping our 
football. But these people won't 
win.” 

Robson said he supported a 
section of the government’s prop- 
osed membership card scheme 
for league clubs, which will keep 
convicted supporters at special 
centres to step them going to 
matches. 

“We have to identify these 
culprits and get them to court and 
sentence them,” Robson added. 
“There are people who badly 
misbehave and some of them are 
still getting away with it.” 


HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

CWao THbtna UMStHantoM. ho. 

THE MAKING OF A MARTYR 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH ' T 

ft 17 §3"”" : 

<7 S7 4 
0 541 

* J 95 

WEST EAST 

* Q10S * J 94 

9J93 ‘ <7 10 552 

0 107 0 X913 

• Q 10 0 7 3 _* A 2 

SOOTH 

* A52 
9 AKQ 
0 AQ 55 

* K54 
The bidding: 

South West North Eart 

2 • Pus 2 O Pass 

2 NT Pan 3 NT Pan 


Opening lead: Seven of * 

By his very nature, man tends to 
ding to his assets. But once in a 
while a timely divestiture can bring 
huge returns. 

South’s bidding showed a bal- 
anced 23-24 points, so North had 
just enough to raise to game— had 
his king been a queen, pass would 
probably have been in order. West 
led his fourth-best dub. You cor- 
rectly inserted dummy’s nine to see 
if that would fetch the queen, and 
East rose with the- ace. Before you 


oomrirft yourself at ak$ jme,. con- 
sider how you Would tackle the 
hud. 

First, count your tricks. With the 
ace of dubs gone, there are seven. 
The two more you need will have to 
come from the diamond suit. Since 
the ttiamnnri finesse must work if 
you’re going to succeed (allow West 
to gain- the lead with the king of 
diamonds and he is going to be able 
to nor his clubs), you will need ei- 
ther a second diamond finesse or a 
3-3 split. 

Obviously, a second finesse 
would be the better proposition. 
However, there seems to be only one 
entry to dummy — the king of 
spades. Is. there a way around that 
impasse? 

Jettison tee king of dubs under 
the acct If West’s lead was fourth- 
best, the Rule of 11 tells you that 
East started with only one card 
higher than the seven, and he just 
played it. Therefore, dummy’s dub 
jack will be a sure entry. 

Whether East returns a dub or 
not, you are in controL You use 
your two black -suit entries to dum- 
my for two diamond finesses. If the 
cards lie as in the diagram, that win 
net you three tricks in diamonds for 
a total of nine— all you contracted 
fort 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Craig Schultz 



Lendl, Sanchez to 
clash at Bordeaux 


He would not reveal how much 
Ms. Nasdmento was paid for 
posting node.' 

The Sept. 3 match between 
Chile and Brazflj played in Rio 
De Janeiro’s Maracana Stadium, 
was suspended in the second half 
after Ms. Nasdmento set off a 
signal flare that landed on the 
field. 

The Chileans claimed the flare 
hit goalie Roberto Rojas on the 
forehead, who walked off the 
field. Brazfi was leading 1-0 at the 
tune. 

One week later the Interna- 
tional Federation of Association 
Football, known by its French 
initials as FIFA, declared BrazO 
the winner, ruling Chile bad 
“abandoned the field.” ' 

The decision confirmed Bra- 
zil’s presence in the 1990 World 
Cnp in Rome and eliminated 


Martina Navratfiova 


Navratilova wins ‘kiss 100’ 


HAVERFORD, Pennsylvania 
(AP) — Martina Navratilova de- 
feated Betsy Nagelsen 6-2. 7-5 
Saturday to win her third straight 
Kiss 100 invitational. 

Nagelson, who lost to Navrati- 
lova in last year’s final, defeated 
Chris Evert in the semifinals Fri- 
day night. 

“I’ve learned this year not to 
look ahead, not to anticipate 
playing someone, and then hav- 
ing to play someone else," Navra- 
tfiova said of the spoiled [dans for 
a match with Evert. “Obviously 


playing Chris it would be easier to 
get up for.” 

After three consecutive service 
breaks to start the match, Navra- 
tilova never again allowed 
Nagelsen a break point. 

In the second set, Nagelsen 
held serve until the 11th game, 
when Navratfiova took command 
with a backhand passing shot, 
followed by a strong return which 
forced an error. 

Navratilova then served out the 
match for the championship and 
the $20,000 first prize. 


BORDEAUX, France (AP) — 
Ivan Lendl of Czechoslovakia, 
the top-ranked player in the 
world, moved into the final of the 
$255,000 passing shot men’s ten- 
nis tournament with a methodical 
6-3, 6-3, victory over Jaimie Yza- 
ga of Peru Saturday. 

Lendl will meet Emilo Sanchez 
of Spain, the second seed who 
won the other se mifinal by beat- 
ing France’s Jean-Phihppe Fleu- 
rian, 6-7 (6-8), 64, 6-1. 

Lendl knows what it will be like 
against Sanchez. 

“It wfll be difficult,” Lendl 
said. “He will run for his life for 
everything. He must be playing 
well if he’s in the final, but I have 
beaten him both times before.” 

After struggling over the past 
two tournaments. Lend] had no 
trouble moving past the fourth- 
seeded Yzaga. In the first set 
Lendl broke the Peruvian’s ser- 
vice in the third game and ninth 
game by taking advantage of Yza- 
ga’s mistakes at crucial times. 
Lendl had a previous record of 
3-0 against Yzaga. 

Lendl kept up his steady pace 



Joyner’s manager 
questions German report 


NEW YORK (AP) — The busi- 
ness adviser for Florence Griffith 
Joyner questioned Saturday bow 
the Germans could know that the 
thigh muscles of the triple Olym- 
pic gold medalist had expanded 
two indies (5 centimetres) in one 
year, as suggested in the maga- 
zine Stem. 

“Since when have the East 
Germans ever been dose enough 
to Florence to measure her 
thighs?” Gordon Baskin said in a 
telephone interview. 

Baskin said that Griffith Joyn- 
er’s husband, A1 Joyner, the 1984 
Olympic triple jump gold medal- 
ist, “has photographs of Florence 
when she was in full stride (in the 
1984 Olympics, when she won the 
alver medal in the 200-metre 
dash) and publicised photos of 
her when she was in full stride in 
1988.” 

“From the photos A1 has, you 
can’t tell- the difference in Flor- 
ence’s makeup from 1984 to l988. 
except for her hahdo, which is, 
different," Baskin said. “Her, legs... 
and body are virtually the same.” 

On Thursday, Stem, a West 
German magazine, said that an 
East German report on the 1988 
Seoul Olympics alleged there was 
evidence that Griffith Joyner' 


used performance-enhancing 
drugs. . 

“Such growth is possible only 
with a helping substance,” Stem 
quoted the report as saying. 

- A week earlier. Stem pub- 
lished allegations by Darrell 
Robinson, the 1986 U.S. cham- 
pion at 400 metres, that he purch- 
ased growth hormones from Grif- 
fith Joyner. 

Griffith Joyner, winner of 1988 
Olympic golds in the 100-metre 
ana 200-metre dashes and the 
400-metre relay, denied Robin- 
son's allegations and called him 
“a compulsive liar.” 

“Stem is now r unnin g to hide 
behind the East Gennans with 
secret reports,” Baskin said. 
“It's indicative of their authorita- 
rian tactics. Their officials sound 
like they've whimpering school- 
boys. 

“They can’t absorb the facts 
that the East and West Germans 
lost so decisively, to Florence in 
last- year’s ■ Olympicsi” -he-saidi 
“The offidal&appareatly are. tak- ' 
ing a lot of beat that they couldn’t 
win. Those comments by the East 
Germans sound like sour grapes. 
It’s so wrong and unconscionable 
to make those kinds of state- 
ments.” 


NEEDED TO PURCHASE 

Late model, four door automobile In excellent condition 
with good fuel mileage and DUTY UNPAID. 

Call 660418 


SELF-EDUCATION — 

The Comer Stone to Success 

Many people don't (rave the opportunity to attend a traditional college and get 
the formal education needed to be successful on the job and in their personal fife. 
Attending a college is not an option that Is available to everyone because of its high 
cost, or because of personal commitment to your fob and family. Many successful 
men and women had to educate themselves in the non- traditional ways such as 
Distance Learning, Self-Education, and on-tfte-Job Apprenticeships. 

Getting the education you need through Distance Learning Institutions lita ICS, 
offers you the opportunity to acquire new or improved Job skills using the self- 
education process The training you need tor that new career, or to improve your 
skills for advancement on your present job could be feted below. You can choose 
from 45 career trainin'] courses offered by ICS. Scried the one career held you 
would bite to train for and indicate that choice in the coupon below. Cut out this ad 
and mail it to ICS TODAY. We win serai you a detailed course outline and tuition 
schedule by return Air Mail There is no obligation. 

. . SEND FOR-FREE FACTS — NO OBLIGATION zua 
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keep up the pace.’ 
“I did verv welln 


Griffith Joyner — 
perfect muscles 

“This girl did nothing wrong 
but win — and win. decisively,” 
he said. 

Baskin said that the charges by 
the Germans were s ur p risin g be- 
cause of all the fan mail that 
Griffith- Joyner -receives, “more 
comes from Germany than any 
country in the world, except from 
die United States, of course." 

He also said that Griffith Joyn- 
er plans “to pursue her lawsuit 
against Stern.” 

hi addition to her three Olym- 
pic gold medals, Griffith Joyner 
won a silver in the 1,600-metre 
relay at Seoul. She also set world 
records in the 100 and 200 last 
year. 


( MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
-FOR RENT & SALE 
Fumiahedor . 

• Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdourv arid many other 
locations. 

For- more Information 
please call 
Waal Real Estate 
Tel: 685342 


WANTED 

A female employee is wanted to work for an 
establishment in Abdoun - Amman part time job 
from 4 p.m. until 8 p.m. 

Call tel. 826748 Amman 


JOB VACANCY 


Part-time secretary fluent in Arabic and English, know- 
ledge of German is welcomed. 

Written applications with curriculum vitae and references 
welcome until October 10, 1989, to: 

The German Protestant Institute for Archaeology, 
Amman, 

c/o P.O. Box 183, Amman, 

Tel: 642924. 






In a building consisting of two floors. The flat 
consists of 2 bedrooms, dining, sitting, newly- 
equipped modern kitchen supplied with central 
heating and telephone. 

Location: 7th Circle, behind Al Waha stores. 

Call tel: 812894 Amman 


Jarryd, Gilbert to 
San Francisco finals 


Ivan Lendl 

in the second set and was never 
threatened. He broke Yzaga in 
the foufth game on three un- 
forced errors to make the score 
3-1. Lendl wasted two set points 
in the eighth game as Yzaga 
battled back to make the score 
5-3. But the Czech served out the 
match on his next game. 

“I had a lot of chances and 
didn't take advantage of them in 
die second set,” Lendl said. 
“You really need to do that to 
play well.” 

In the other semifinal, Sanchez 
battled from behind to defeat 
Fleurian, who had beaten the no. 
3 seed, Austria's Horst Skoff, and 
the no. 5 seed. Goran Prpic of 
Yugoslavia, previously. 

After losing the first in the 
tiebreaker, Sanchez held to win 
toe second, 6-4. He then domin- 
ated the third set, winning six 
straight games after Fleurian held 
service in the first game. 

“I was doubting myself after 
the first set,” Sanchez said. “But 
I felt I could win because I knew 
it would be difficult for him to 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Un- 
seeded Anders Jarryd of 
Sweden upset fifth-seeded Kevin 
Curren 3-6, 7-6, 7-5, to gain the 
finals of the 425,000-dollar Volvo 
of San Francisco Tennis Tourna- 
ment on Saturday. 

Third-seeded Brad Gilbert will 
face Jarryd in the fi nals Sunday. 

Gilbert, who lost the final here 
in 1984 to John McEnroe, nar- 
rowly defeated New Zealander 
Kelly Evcrndcn, 4-6, 6-1, 7-6. 
The explosive Evernden had 
scored the tournament’s most 
shocking upset by beating no. 2 
seeded Michael Chang of 
Placentia, California. 

Gilbert holds a 4-1 career edge 
of Jarryd, winning their last meet- 
ing in Los Angeles last week. 

With no service breaks in the 
third set, Gilbert won the tieb- 
reaker 7-2. 

“Kelly played some loose 
points in the tiebreaker,” said 
Gilbert, who will be seeking his 
fifth tide of the year. “And I 
served well. I came up with first 
serves when I needed them. 

“But the match was really won 
in the second $et when 1 made 
adjustments to my game. He has 
weeks when he is hot. I was 
fortunate to win.” 

Coming from behind, Jarryd 
said he grew stronger as the 
match progressed. 

“I picked up my game a little 
bit,” ne said. “This surface (an 
indoor rubberised sheet) suits my 
game very well. The way I’m 


playing now I am very confi- 
dent. 

The match was a battle of 
current doubles specialists who 
attained their highest singles 
rankings, no. 5, bade in 1965. 

Since then, Janyd has become 
the world’s top ranked doubles 
player, while Curren ranks ninth. 

Jarryd, ranked 55th in singles, 
seemed a victim of bad breaks 
from the first point when he 
served a double fault and vigor- 
ously protested a line call that 
cost him. He lost the game and 
Cuiren, ranked 24th, held his 
own serve into the ninth game 
when he again broke Janyd for 
the 6-3 set. 

Jarryd, whose last singles tide 
was over Boris Becker in 1986 in 
the WCT Dallas finals, broke 
Curren three times in the second 
set but couldn’t then convert 
serving opportunities, as Curren 
broke bade tfaius times. 

Slaying on* serve into the tieb- 
reaker, Jarryd grabbed a 4-0 lead. 
Curren fought back to lead 5-4, 
but Jarryd evened the score, pro- 
ducing an unretumable serve and 
a s teaming crosscourt harffhmut 
passing shot to win the tiebreaker 
7-5. 

The third set seemed to be 
Janyd’s. He held 4-1 with an 
early break out Curren broke back 
and put the match back on serve 
until the 12th game. Again Jarryd 
came up with the shots to break 
him, winning his second match 
point with an untouchable lob. 


“I did very well in the first two 
sets but my legs gave out,” Fleu- 
rian said. However, it was his 
best effort in a Grand Prix 
tournament. 





INVITATION 

All Jordanians who have graduated from Philippine 
universities and all Rlipinos who have received 
college degrees from .Jordanian universities are 
cordially invited to attend a reception at 4:00 p.m. on 
Friday Oct. 27,. 1989, at the Philippine Embassy in 
Jabal Amman, Abbas Aqqad St. 

Kindly confirm your attendance by calling 
telephone nos. 645161/643421 with Mrs. Afaf 
Dawabeh, not later than Oct 22. 


URBAN DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
INVITATION TO BID 
RETENDERING OF CONTRACT NO. 
5/W3/89 

SHALLALAH NORTH BOYS’ 
COMPULSORY SCHOOL 


Date: Sept 28, 1989 
Loan No.: 2841 - Jo 
Bid No.: 5/W3/99 


1. The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has received a loan from 
the World Bank (IBRD) in various currencies towards the cost 
of a Third Urban Development Project and it is intended. that 
part of the proceeds of this loan will be applied to eligible 
payments under the contract for Shallalan North Boys' 
Compulsory School. Bidding is open to all bidders from 
eligible source countries as defined under the '‘Guidelines for 
Procurement" of the (IBRD) who have been prequalified In 
October 1988 for Third Urban Development Contracts, and 
local contractors classified by the Ministry of Public Works 
and Housing of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan in the first 
and second grade/buildings. 

2. The Urban Development Department (UDD) now Invites 
sealed bids from eligible bidders for furnishing the necessary 
labour, materials, equipment and services for the construc- 
tion and completion, of the following: 

Boy's Compulsory School consisting of a three-storey build- 
ing with built up area about 1 ,050 square metres per storey. 
Individual toilet block consisting of one storey building with a 
built up area of about 150 square metres. 

Site works and infrastructure. 

3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information 
from the head of Tendering Division, and inspect the bidding 
documents at the offices of the UDD. UDD Marka Housing 

. Project Amman. 

Telephone: 899361/62/63 
P.O. Box: 927198 
Amman - Jordan. 

Telex: 22249 UDD JO 

4. A complete set of bidding documents may be purchased by 
any interested eligible bidder upon payment of non-refund- 
able fee of JD 100. Additional sets of documents may be 
purchased each at a price of JD 50. 

5. All bids must be accompanied by a bid security in an 
acceptable form of not less than JD 15,000 and must be 
delivered to the Director General UDD. P.O. Box 927198. 
Amman - Jordan on or before 12:00 noon local time, on Oct. 
28. 1989. 

6. Bids will be opened in the presence of those bidders' 
representatives who choose to attend at 12:00 noon local 
time, on Oct. 28, 1989, at the offices of the UDD. UDD Marka 
Housing Project, Amman. 

Telephone: 899361/62/63 
P.O. Box: 927198 
Amman - Jordan. 

Telex: 22249 UDD JO 
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Tide of E. Germans floods the West 


: West Germany (AP) — Special trains from 

Warsaw and Prague rumbled through the night, 
canning thousands of East German refugees to 
freedom in West Germany Sunday. In Prague, there 
were reports that the exodus had prompted even 
more East Germans to try to flee. 


_An agreement between West 
Germany and Communist East 
Ocrfin cleared the way for the 
CKOdus of thousands of East Ger- 
mans who bad been holed up in 
Bonn’s embassies in Warsaw and 
Prague. 

One welcoming b ann er in the 
northern Bavarian , city of Hof 
predicted that East German 
would soon be an “empty coffin.” 
Officials said the total number of 
refugees arriving way from Pra- 
gue and Warsaw would be around 
7,000, far more than ori ginall y' 
expected. 


Hungary's decision last month 
to open the floodgates to East 
German refugees already has 
brought more than 24,000 people 
to West Germany via Austria. 

The first train carrying East 
Germans Who had sought refuge 
in the West German embassy in 
Prague arrived in Hof at 6:14 
a.m. (0514 GMT). Many were 
cheering and weeping for joy. 

Two more trains had arrived by 
10:30 a.m. (0930 GMT), bringing 
the total from the first three 
trains to more than 3,000 .people. 
Three more tr ains were -expected 


during the course of the day from 
Prague, carrying about 1,000 peo- 
ple each. 

Earlier estimates were that ab- 
out 3,500 refugees were ex- 
pected, although officials in Hof 
said that figure did not include 
many of the children accompany- 
ing their parents. 

In addition. Bavarian border 
police spokesman Klaus Papen- 
fuss saia some East Germans who 
had not even been at the embas- 
sies in either city reportedly went 
directly, to the railroad stations to 
board the special trains bound for 
the West. 

* A train carrying more than 800 
East German refugees from War- 
saw was expected to reach West 
Germany at the Heknstedt bor- 
der crossing late Sunday after- 
noon. 

Meanwhile, West German offi- 
cials in Prague said that about 100 


East Germans had sought refuge 
at the embassy after the com- 
pound was cleared in foe early 
morning hours Sunday. 

Witnesses also said that scores 
of East<jermans were rushing to 
Czechoslovakia in cars after 
learning of the decision to allow 
the others to leave. But police 
ringed the West German embassy 
in Prague Sunday morning to 
thwart any more would-be 
escapees. ■ 

Several hundred local residents 
who gathered to greet foe new- 
comers in Hof applauded and 
cheered as the train pulled into 
the station. 

Well-wishers handed out bot- 
tles of wine, champagne and -fruit 
as the East Germans got off the 
tram. Red Cross 'volunteers dis- 
tributed hot tea, noodle soup, 
baby food and diapers. 

The arriving East Germans 


were befog taken immediately to 
several refugee processing cen- 
tres and temporary shelters set up 
by the West German border 
police and the military, officials 
said. 

Several former East Germans, 
who had fled to the West earlier 
from Hungary, carried a banner 
that red: T, We got out through 
Hungary asd you made it through 
Pague. Soon foe zone (East Ger- 
many) will be an empty coffin.” 

West German law automatical- 
ly grants East Germans 
citizenship on arrival. More than 
100,000 East Germans have emi- 
grated or fled to West Germany 
so far thk year. 

The East Germans have 
flooded to West Germany be- 
cause of disillusionment with 
political repres s ion and economic 
stagnation in their homeland. 


Byelorussians demand better Chernobyl cleanup 


MINSK, Soviet Union (R) — 
Thousands of Byelorussians, de- 
nouncing local Leaders, marched 
through the centre of Minsk 
Saturday to demand further mea- 
sures to dean up the aftermath of 
the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear dis- 
aster. 

Up to 15,000 protesters wear- 
ing armbands with radioactivity 
symbols and carrying foe banned 
red-and-white Byelorussian 
national flag filed through torren- 
tial rain in defiance of a ban by 
local authorities. 

Later, they gathered in the dty 
centre near government head- 
quarters where speakers deman- 
ded the resignation of republican 
leader Yefrem Sokolov and cal- 
led for the evacuation of half a 
million people from contamin- 


ated zones. 

Thirty-one people died in the 
accident at the Chernobyl plant, 
which lies a few kilometres south 
of the Byelorussian border with 
Ukraine. The number of subse- 
quent deaths due to It is un- 
known. 

“There axe calves with two 
heads being bom in the Ukraine. 
What are our future children 
going to be like if we are nor 
moved?” said one speaker. 

“Seventy per cent of the fallout 
landed on Byelorussia, but we got 
only one tenth of the money to 
dean it up,” said another protes- 
ter. “It is a disgrace. The govern- 
ment thinks it can do what it 
fikes.” 

Speakers said children were 
dying of leukaemia as a result of 


the accident and demanded the 
trial of Nikolai Slyunkov, a cur- 
rent member of the ruling Soviet 
Politburo, who was Byelorussian 
Co mmunis t Party leader at foe 
time of Chernobyl. 

The protest was rare and un- 
usually large for Byelorussia, an 
industrialised republic of just 
over 10 million people in foe 
western Soviet Union, where the 
conservative Co mmunis t Party 
leadership has long damped 
down on dissenL 

Despite the ban, police did not 
try to break up the march and 
quickly abandoned attempts to 
dear crowds from the central 
square. There were no initial- 
reports of arrests. 

Their treatment of the march 


was in contrast to the use of water 
cannon and tear gas to break up a 
meeting last October in the dty at 
the site of a mass grave of the 
victims of dictator Josef Stalin. 

Saturday’s marchers accused 
authorities of underestimating 
the extent of the world’s worst 
nedear accident, failing to inform 
the population of its consequ- 
ences and ignoring the extent of 
cancer and other diseases. 

About 100,000 people have 
been evacuated from affected 
areas in the Ukraine and Byelor- 
ussia and experts estimate that 
half a milli on people in Byelorus- 
sia alone are under medical su- 
pervision. 

They predict the number will 
rise because they say authorities 
have failed to halt the sale of 


Plri^ipine st ude nts, some wearing masks to protect themselves against 
lev-gas, protest against U.S. military bases In the Philippines at the 


start ofa visit by UJ3. Vice-President Dan Quayle as part of an Asian 
tour. 


Referendum proposed on future 
of U.S. bases in Philippines 


MANILA (R) — Support is 
■ growing for a referendum on foe 
future of U.S. military bases in 
foe Philippines, with political 
analysts soring it as a way of 
undercutting Senate opposition 
to continued American presence. 

Ramon Mitra. speaker of the 
House of Representatives, says 
foe house will pass a bill this week 
calling for a national referendum 
despite opposition by influential 
members of the Senate. 

Leaders of foe powerful Ro- 


man Catholic Church have also 
voiced support for the re- 
ferendum. 

“I think the people should be 
consulted,’ Cardinal Jaime Sin, 
archbishop of Manila, told repor- 
ters Friday, adding he believed 
many Filipinos supported reten- 
tion of foe bases. 

President Corazon Aquino 
agreed to hold talks with 
Washington on the future of foe 
bases in December, after U.S. 
President George Bush formally 


asked her to open negotiations in 
a letter last week. 

U.S. Vice-President Dan 
Quyale delivered the letter and 
said after a meeting with Aquino 
he was confident the United States 
would secure a new lease for foe 
dark air and Subic Bay naval 
bases which would guarantee 
them a long existence. 

The' lease on foe bases, Amer- 
ica's largest off U.S. soil, expires 
in 1991; Washington sees them as 
important for foe stability of Asia 


and defence of the Indian and 
Pacific oceans. 

But at least half the Philippine 
Senate, which must ratify any 
new treaty, opposes the bases and 
some have called for an immedi- 
ate U.S. withdrawal. 

Aquino, who will meet Bush in 
November, has not stated her 
opinion but Defence Secretary 
Fidel Ramos says he favours a 
gradual withdrawal, possibly over 
10 years. 


Battle of the widows casts 
dark shadow over Philippines 


By Ruben Alabastro 

Rearer 

MANILA — A battle over a 
corpse between two tough -wil- 
led widows has cast a dark 
shadow over foe Philippines, 
widening divisions in a country 
already tom by armed rebel- 
lions and riddled with poverty. 

Imelda Marcos, dubbed foe 
“iron butterfly” in her days of 
power as wife of dictator Ferdi- 
nand Marcos, is fighting to 
bring her husband's body out 
of exile for burial in his home- 
town. 

President Corazon Aquino, 
who sent foe Marcoses fleeing 
to Hawaii after a 1986 peoples’ 
revolt, is using her state power 
to keep out the corpse, citing 
security reasons. 

In an ironic reversal of roles, 
Aquino is counting on her 
army and the United States for 
support while Imelda Marcos is 
banking on foe courts and the 
“people power” tactics which 
helped topple her husband 
after a 20-year rule. 

Only four days after Mar- 
cos's death in Hawaii, some 
Manila newspapers have begun 
speculating on a possible duel 
between Aquino and Mrs. 
Marcos in the 1992 presidential 
election. 


The battle between foe Phi- 
lippines’ two most celebrated 
women has split the country, 
sparking debates in the legisla- 
ture and coffee shops about 
whether a man should be de- 
nied burial in his homeland. 

“In death as in life we are 
now divided, from senate to 
marketplace.... by the passing 
of this elemental force.” col- 
umnist Sylvia Mayuga wrote in 
foe Daily Globe newspaper. 

Twice in four days Aquino 
has been assured by army 
generals that they can handle 
any violence from Marcos sup- 
porters. She has also secured a 
ban from Washington on any 
aircraft trying to fly the body 
home. 

Marcos's lawyers are filing a 
petition with the Supreme 
Court to challenge the ban on 
the body’s return, and diehard 
Marcos loyalists plan to back 
the court action with protest 
marches to further increase 
pressure On Aquino. 

Officials said one govern- 
ment worry was that if Marcos 
were allowed a funeral in the 
Philippines extremist right- 
wing groups mi g ht provoke 
violent incidents to destabilise 
Aquino. 

“Aquino’s decision was not 


reached in a vacuum,” said one 
official who asked not to be 
identified. “One bad incident 
here and you create a percep- 
tion in foe international com- 
munity of instability in foe 
Phffippines.” 

“This is an extraordinary 
situation that needs an extraor- 
dinary response.” 

A political novice before a 
popular revolt against Marcos 

thrust her into foe presidency, 
Aquino has shown toughness 
when pushed against the wall. 

In 1986, her then Defence 
Minister Juan Ponce Entile, 
who is widely believed to nurse 
presidential ambitions, attack- 
ed Aquino repeatedly in public 
for being a weak leader. 

As rumours swept the capit- 
al that army officers loyal to 
Emile would state a coup, 
Aquino, rallied some generals 
behind her and fired her 
maverick defence chief, halting 
a brewing army revolt. 

A year later, rebel soldiers 
attacked her presidential 
palace, seized television stations 
and announced Aquino would 
fell in a few hours. 

Aquino refused to abandon 
her besieged palace and 
ordered a counter-attack, 
quelling the fifth and bloodiest 


of five coup attempt against 
her and sending rebel officers 
underground. 

Marcos’s death has come as 
Aquino’s popularity begins to 
falter. Her administration is 
dogged by rising inflation, 
growing unemployment, resur- 
gent attacks by Communist re- 
bels and threats from Muslim 
guerrillas to resume a dormant 
separatist war in the south. 

Aquino is proud of having 
restored democracy to the Phi- 
lippines and said Friday she did 
not want the return of Mar- 
cos’s corpse to wreck her 
achievements of the past three- 
and-a-half years. 

Aquino has presided over an 
economic recovery, organised 
three elections, made the 
judiciary independent, ensured 
a free press and, while failing 
to end corruption, Iras made it 
easier to expose. 

“You have become a symbol 
not only in your country for 
democracy, but around the 
world ” said U.S. Vice-Presi- 
dent Dan Qnayle d urin g a 
Manila speech last 
Wednesday. 

The battle over foe corpse is 
the latest in a long saga of 
enmity between the two fami- 
lies. 


contaminated food. 

In August, the official TASS 
news agency said one third of the 
republic was still affected and 
suggested a further 100,000 
should be moved from their 
homes. 

A report by a government com- 
missi on released this week 
showed serious shortcomings in 
foe handling of the consequences 
of foe disaster and pledged more 
action to safeguard residents' 
health. 

Saturday's protest was orga- 
nised by foe Byelorussian Popu- 
lar Front, a mass movement 
which held its founding congress 
this year in neighbouring 
Lithuania because it had been 
refused permission to stage it in 
Minsk. 

In July, the Communist Party 
•daily Pravda roundly criticised 
the Byelorussian party, accusing 
it of using outdated methods and 
of being out of touch with the 
people. 

lire front has called for greater 
economic autonomy from Mos- 
cow, state status for the Byelorus- 
sian language and full informa- 
tion on the Chernobyl disaster. 


slips back 
quietly into 
Commonwealth 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Britain’s 
envoy in Islamabad reversed the 
brass plaque outride his residence 
Saturday night as Pakistan slip- 
ped quietly back into the Com- 
monwealth after a 17-year abs- 
ence. 

Ambassador Nicholas Barring- 
ton became high commissioner at 
midnight in line with practice in 
foe 49-member association of for- 
mer British colonies. 

When the sign denoting foe 
home of foe “British ambassa- 
dor” was removed from the wall, 
Barrington found “residence of 
the British high commissioner” 
engraved on the back. 

The plaque was apparently a 
relic from 1972 when Prune 
Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto took 
Pakistan out of foe Common- 
wealth in protest at its recogni- 
tion of breakaway Bangladesh. 

The late Bhutto’s daughter. 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, 
has taken it back in. She was 
coincidentally leaving later Sun- 
day on a visit to Bangladesh, 
which seceded from Pakistan af- 
ter a bloody civil war in 1971. 

Bhutto will also attend the 
Commonwealth summit in 
Malaysia Oct. 18-24. 

Pakistan's re-entry into foe 
Commonwealth passed largely 
unmarked. The only formal rec- 
ognition was a small mi dnigh t 
reception hosted by Barrington at 
the renamed high commission; 

He and nine other Common- 
wealth heads of mission took 
their transformation from ambas-* 
sador to the less-glamorous hi gh 
commissioner in good spirit. 

“High commissioner is a rather 
special designation. It designates 
a special family relationship,” 
Barrington said. “Pakistan’s 
voice fats been absent for too 
long.” 

“It’s a new beginning in the old 
family,” added Iqbal Akbund, 
Benazir Bhutto's special adviser- 
on foreign affairs. 

Commonwealth diplo mats said 
that while membership brought 
some tangible benefits like stu-' 
dent scholarships, its main value 
was as a forum for debate and 
cooperation between govern- 
ments on a wide range of tenes. 

Pakistan’s return was blocked 1 
for years by its traditional foe 
India. But New Delhi dropped its 
objections when Bhutto’s elec- 
tion last year put an end to 11 
years of military rule in Pakistan. 

Printers of visiting cards and 
headed notepaper in Islamabad 
are profiting from the change. 
Commonwealth consul-generals 
now become deputy high com- 
missioners and defence attaches 
become defence advisers. 


China opened Ttanamea Square to carefully vetted rivifians on the eve 
of foe 40th anniversary of the People's republic. Troops practice riot 
control m a reminder of foe tension in foe dty. 

Sorrow, anger mark 
Chinese anniversary 


PEKING (R) — Sorrow and an- 
ger lurked juk below the superfi- 
cial gaiety Sunday as Peking 
marked China ’s 40th anniversary 
of Communist rule. 

“Yes, it is very pleasant here,” 
said a young office worker in 
Peking’s festrveBeihai park. 

“But how can we forget foe- 
fourth of June? We have not 
forgotten, we will never forget,”, 
be whispered, looking nervously 
over his shoulder. 

“There are many plainclothes 
police here. I must go and find 
my son, goodbye,” he added. 

On June 4, troops and tanks 
crushed student-led democracy 
protests in central Peking, killing 
hundreds, perhaps thousands of 
people. 

Beihai was decorated with 
flags, slogans and flowers and 
thronged by thousands enjoying 
perfect autumn weather, dance, 
song and Pelting opera shows and 
eating ice cream, soda pop and 
cakes. 

Dozens of police stood guard at 
the park entrance and along the 
paths round its lake, built by an 
emperor hundreds of years ago. 
Only those with tickets were 
allowed in. 

The lucky ones included people 
from Peking given tickets by their 
work units, and hundreds of 
“model workers”, distinctive 
with gold-coloured badges, in- 
vited from all over China to foe 
capital for a week at the state's 
expense. 

“It is the highest honour to be 
declared a model worker,'’ said 
the beaming chief of a power 
station in the eastern province of 
Jiangsu.” A few days ago, we met 
the state and party leaders. We 
all feel very happy." 

Do Jiangsu people know what 
happened June 4? 

“Yes, we read the newspap- 
ers,” he said and walked away. 

The Chinese government’s offi- 
cial line on the massacre is that it 
did not take place. Instead, the 


leadership says troops were 
forced to quell a counter-revolu- 
tionary rebellion fomented by 
foreign interests. 

In the privacy of a restaurant,, 
.a Peking businessman said the 
shade of the killings had not worn 
off. 

“If I met (premier) Li Peng. I 
would butcher him. At least 
10,000 people in Peking have 
been arrested,” he said. 

“All foe intellectuals want to 
leave China. What is there left for 
them to do now? What is left of 
their hopes for reform? 

“Only 10 per cent of Chinese 
support the government, 40 per 
cent are indifferent and 50 per 
cent oppose it,” he added. 

“AU foe leaders have blood on 
their hands," said a factory work- 
er privately. “Peking people can- 
not forget it, both old and young. 
But no one dares to speak of it 
openly now.” 

A teacher said the verdict on 
the June 4. killings would even- 
tually be reversed and foe act 
condemned, as have many other 
decisions of foe Communist Part}* 
since 1949. 

“But this cannot happen until 
Deng Xiaoping and (President) 
Yang Shangkun are dead, which 
may take four to five years," he 
said. 

A park near Tiananmen 
Square featured a nine-metre dis- 
play on foe life and work of 
Deng, with pictures of him meet- 
ing foreign dignitaries and with 
foe other main architects of Com- 
munist China. 

In Beihai, the banners called 
for self-reliance, the spirit of 
struggle, raising production and 
building up the motherland 
through thrift and hard work. 

At road junctions across the 
city, more than a million potted 
plants have been arranged into 
displays and slogans — some 
reading simply “socialism is 
good.” 


Pope’s visit outrages 
Timorese activists 


LISBON, Portugal (AP) — Plans 
for Pope John Paul [Ts visit to 
East Timor in October have out- 
raged Timorese activists in exile, 
and caused diplomatic strains be- 
tween the Vatican and Catholic 
Portugal. 

Leaders of East Timor's exiled 
independence movement say they 
want the pope to visit. But they 
say the way the Vatican is hand- 
ling foe visit's details is a tacit 
recognition of Indonesian rule in 
foe former Portuguese colony, 
which Jakarta invaded in 1975 
and annexed the following year. 

Timorese militants have been 
campaigning for self-determina- 
tion for Timor since foe invasion , 
and recently have won increased 
backing from Portugal on the 
issue. 

The pontiff is slated to say mass 
Oct. 12 in Tassi Tolu, a scenic 
area six kilometres from the terri- 
tory's capita], Dili, during a swing 
that will also take him to Indone- 
sian cities. South Korea and 
Mauritius. 

“The Timorese want to receive 
the pope in our territory ... but 
the visit as it now stands implies 
broken promises and a de facto 
recognition of the occupation,” 
said Abilio Araujo, a leader of 
foe Revolutionary Front for Inde- 
pendent East Timor, or FRE- 
TILIN. 

Araujo said foe Vatican prom- 


ised him Sept. 5 that Timor would 
be listed as a separate stop from 
Indonesia on the Pope’s official 
itinerary, that the Pope would 
travel to and from Timor through 
a country other than Indonesia; 
and that a papal mass in Timor 
would be in the local Tetum 
language. 

The official itinerary, however, 
lists Timor as part of the Indone- 
sia visit, has the pontiff [ravelling 
to and from Timor via Indonesia, 
and does not specify the language 
for the mass. 

The Vatican denies it is dab- 
bling in foe Timor political issue. 
The papal nuncio in Lisbon said 
the Pope’s printed itinerary has 
no political significance, and that 
foe Vatican doesn't recognise In- 
donesian rule in Timor. The 
bishop of Timor is directly under 
foe jurisdiction of the Vatican, 
and is not a member of the 
Indonesian Bishops' Conference. 

Araujo, said, however: "This 
visit is no longer pastoral. It’s 
political. The Holy See has 
already taken sides, so even if 
(the Pope) speaks out about hu- 
man rights violations in Timor, I 
will ask myself 'why?'." 

Fretilin has waged a low-level 
guerrilla war against Indonesia 
since some 30,000 troops invaded 
the territory a week after it de- 
clared independence from Por- 
tugal Nov. 28, 1975. 


Emeralds worth 
$ 300 , 0 G 9 stolen frera 
luggage 

ZURICH (R) — About oG0 
emeralds worth around half a 
milli on Swiss francs ($300.0001 
were stolen’ from the hand lug- 
gage of a Colombian flying from 
Milan to Zurich, police said 
Saturday. The man could not say 
whether the jewels had been 
taken from bis travel bag at Milan 
airport or removed from the 
overhead locker on the aircraft 
where he left the bag while he 
snoozed. On Friday 1.3 million 
marks ($800,000) in banknotes 
were stoleU from a parked car in 
Zurich. The owner had ieft the 
money in a plastic bag. 

Balloonist misses 
Red Square 

MOSCOW (R) — A Danish bal- 
loonist and a Soviet student tried 
to land in Moscow's Red Square 
this week but were blown efi 
course by strong winds, the Com- 
munist Party aaily Pravda said 
Saturday. The two, described by 
the newspaper as “air hooligans,” 
touched down near the ring road 
on the outskirts of Moscow 
Wednesday, but only after forc- 
ing traffic-controllers to alen the 
pilot of a passing Tupolev passen- 
ger jet. Pravda said the two, 
whose exploits recalled those of 
West German teenage piioi 
Mathias Rust, took off from Mos- 
cow's Gorky Park. "They wanted 
to demonstrate what they coiled 
their “peaceloving aspirado.-V 
by flying over the Kremlin ir.o 
landing in Red Square, but L’-.e 
wind interfered.” it added. "The 
flight of rust and other lapses, 
both recent and long ago, have 
taught us little,” the "article .said, 
calling for tighter control o-' the 
skies. The newspaper ci-J ao: 
make clear the fate of the r.vo 
balloonists, nor revea! any more 
details about them. 

Famous FloreR-s-s 
fountain vaRdakiv 

FLORENCE (AP) — 
broke off pieces of hors::_ 
from the marble Neptur.: - ■ 

tain on Florence's Finrz. j 
Signoria, c-jihoriiiss sa*'. '■ . . . 
were alerted at 2 a.m. 5- 
came toe lute *•;• fc * r ■> 
foot? re-' s r' • L • t : . .... 


four horses. ;V!c: ?;■■■. 
horses' legs v.-.-re . 

pieces by tnc venecis. : J 

ibe ci:v? an - 'ur - 

men.1 said foe; veuld r.r.i 
discuss »V3 ;■? ru res'jrir.: .iv. 
fountain. The Neptune 
created by Florentine scjIpts* 
Bartolomeo . Azusansii be i r. 
1563 and 1575, sits on the «j.-j..re 
which has been the hub ■:>: 
Florentine life since the iv'::.l.3!u 
Ages. The fountain was r stored 
in 19SI, only to suffer repeatedly 
at foe hands of vandals in recent 
years. 

KGB arrests 

racketeering 

students 

MOSCOW (R) — Soviet KGTi 
security police have arreted a 
racketeering group of studor.t. 
who tried to extort 15 .000 roubles 
(523,400) from a Moscow coop- 
erative, TASS news agency said. 
The group, which threatened vio- 
lence if the cooperative did not 
pay the money, turned out to be 
students at a Moscow college. 
TASS did not say now many were 
involved and none was identified 
by name. The firm told police and 
the KGB detained the racketeers 
us they were picking up the cash. 
Many people who run coopera- 
tive businesses, a new venture in 
private enterprise permitted 
under Kremlin reforms, get visits 
from gangsters demanding pro- 
tection money, according to 
Soviet media reports. 
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